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Why ‘Nepal Army’ is the prime target?

“Always recognize that human individuals are ends, and do not use them as
means to your ends”.  -Immanuel Kant.

N.P.Upadhyaya (Aryal)

Let’s now revisit the politics of the early 1990s when the sitting Nepal
King Birendra was cut down to size by the men paid and posted by Indian
Congress (albeit supported by the Indian Intelligence Agency-the RAW)
and the country ushered in a Constitutional Democracy which meant that
Nepal henceforth shall be governed by a democratic system with a consti-
tutional monarch.

However, I am the witness myself as an active journalist then in Kathmandu,
as the King willingly accepted to step down from an active monarch to the
constitutional one rather than yielding to the dictates of the Indian playboy
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Gandhi who had proposed by then a “mini SAARC” well within the SAARC
that housed then some seven south Asian countries-Nepal included obvi-
ously. The inclusion of Indian satellite Afghanistan into the regional body
demands yet another story which may appear time permitting should the
readers exhibit their keen interests.

King Birendra’s rejection judgment was that the seven countries conglomer-
ate itself of the SAARC body shall in doing so further weaken and more so
the “emerging mini SAARC” shall act as a parallel to the original SAARC
body. This may shadow even the main SAARC body-the King contended.
Looking at the straight disavowal of King Birendra to the mini SAARC
idea, both Gandhi and Mrs. Bhutto passed on unpleasant words to the
modest Nepal King who was one of the brains of the SAARC organization
followed by President Zia-Ur-Rehman of Bangladesh.

The West tilted Pakistani lady-the so-called highly arrogant daughter of the
East, Ms. Bhutto did not comprehend that Rajiv’s scheme will one day kick
out Pakistan itself from the SAARC mainstream.

Gandhi’s trickery she could not fathom.

Any only after a span of some years later, India split the SAARC and
formed a new mini-SAARC that included, India, B’desh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal. This fractured SAARC was coined as a South Asian Growth Quad-
rangle that deliberately boycotted Pakistan-the born rival of India.

India’s declared satellites formed the Growth Quadrangle as it was later
known.

An infuriated Pakistan almost was about to quit the SAARC officially,
however, thanks to the sagacity of the then Sri Lankan Foreign Minister
Laxman Kadirgamer (a Sri Lankan Tamil) who convinced Pakistan that the
evolved political aberrations could be later corrected and hence Pakistan
need not to quit the regional body.

Pakistan complied but yet began looking towards the Central Asian Coun-
tries for greater regional connectivity.

The idea behind isolating Pakistan was that with the presence of Pakistan,
India felt unease as she felt threatened that in each of its annual Summit,
Pakistan with the South Asian colleagues inevitably raised the issue of the
India occupied Kashmir among others.

The segregation of Pakistan was the prime objective of India and its satel-
lites. Pakistan was a strong regional force by then. Its diplomats posted in
South Asian nations were much active to what we, sorry to say, could see
in these recent years.

Pakistani diplomacy was at its pinnacle at time when Ambassador Kamran
Niaz in the mid-nineties came here to discharge his official duties.

Later after decades and decades, it was Javed Majhar who interacted with
the intellectuals and the media as well which is what I have personally felt
as and when I was invited for such an interaction.

That was the end of it all. The new Ambassador, Abrar H. Hashmi, is here.
Hope he will show the presence of Pakistan in Nepal.

Thus, India has a real edge over Pakistan and China in South Asia more so
in Nepal. China and Pakistan must act together to match to the Indian
diplomacy.

Only recently, the Association of Former Career of Ambassadors of Nepal
organized a day-long seminar on Foreign Direct Investment wherein the
Indian Ambassador Shri Navin Srivastava exhibited his expertise in the
subject mentioned above.

This seminar also gave an opportunity to the Indian envoy to mingle with
noted scholars, former veteran diplomats and media men, this scribe in-
cluded, and expand his reach among the informed Nepali citizenry.

China believes in quiet diplomacy, it is said.

Back to the point:

It was this reason that the South Asian Quadrangle that took a shape right
here in Kathmandu was also “actively” given the energy by the then Nepal
Foreign Minister Dr. Prakash Chandra Lohani-a RPP stalwart now.

That Dr. Lohani was hand-in-glove with India, I was briefed in an excited
manner, by the B’deshi Ambassador Mahmood Ali who was very intimate
to me and the Forum that I chaired for over a decade-the Nepal-SAARC
Journalists Forum (NSJF).

He told be as to how the Growth Quadrangle was being formed clandes-
tinely under Indian instructions.

The NSJF in its life span of a decade or so brought the entire SAARC
nations together in Kathmandu. In a private note, I must extend by sincere
thanks to the SAARC Secretary General Ambassador Nihal Rodrigo-a vet-
eran Sri Lankan diplomat for all whatever he did to expand the role of the
SAARC Journalists’ Forum in the entire SA region.

(As of now, I have no connections or whatsoever with the said Forum).
Needless to say, even when the King was kicking and alive in Nepal, some
of his ministers were “posted” by India who danced to the tune of India and
the formation of SA Quadrangle thus became a reality, however, the entire
four country quadrangle collapsed because of the domineering role being
played by the regional scoundrel.

An ill intended grouping had to crumble and it smashed.

A mere mistake of Mrs. Bhutto made then is still haunting Pakistan even as
of today. May funny talks in the region were in circulation as regards the
ties of Ms. Bhutto and Mr. Gandhi.

Though Pakistani troubles of the recent days and years are of its own
making including the political and the Military leadership. The one takes
the other as an enemy-opponent to the nation and vice versa which is why

the nation is split vertically much to the political advantage of rival India.
The continued financial crisis has almost broken the vertebral column of
neighboring Pakistan.

Hope the IMF deal may have eased the crisis. The CNN TV (Business)
dated July 12, 2023, reports that the IMF board has approved a $ 3 Billion
bailout program for troubled Pakistan which will immediately disburse about
$ 1.2 billion to help stabilize the South Asian ailing economy.

CNN quoted IMF as saying.

Hope Pakistan now regains its lost economic stamina.

Moreover, let’s hope the approaching elections shall bring in stability and
peace in politically torn Pakistan.

Pakistan even as of today, is paying the price of Mrs. Bhutto’s damn follies
who later was killed in a very merciless manner. Bhutto trusted on India’s
Gandhi which was in itself a terrible joke.

Needless to say, both Rajiv Gandhi and King Birendra too have had a very
terrible killing.

For a while, the formation of the mini- SAARC was postponed but King
Birendra was the Indian target now.

Rajiv then instructed then his “paid and posted” men in Kathmandu to bring
in an artificial blizzard against the sitting monarch.

UML leader Madhav Nepal even proposed that Indian military be invited to
discipline King Birendra which apparently exposed Mr. Nepal’s excessive
India bend. His India bend continues reportedly as against Nepal’s advan-
tages.

The then Indian Ambassador Arvind Ram Chandra Deo (a shrewd Indian
national ) in Kathmandu then ballooned the political parties who were ready
to dance to the Indian jingle and thus the entire Kathmandu’s politics be-
came tense with each passing day.

In the meanwhile, Indian Foreign Secretary S. K. Singh landed in Kathmandu
with a fresh Indian offer which had it that if the King agreed to remain under
the India’s security umbrella a la Baby Bhutan, his Crown was safe.

The King upon listening the “humiliating Indian offer” instructed his Prime
Minister Marich man Singh Shrestha to convey the Indian Secretary that the
King has outrightly rejected the Indian proposal.

And, expectedly, the velocity of the ongoing India engineered, sponsored,
and funded political movement against the King doubled which forced the
King to invite Nepal’s political leaders for negotiations.

The King did so to send signals to Rajiv Gandhi that he would prefer to talk
to his own perverted nationals instead of bowing down to an alien and
politically immature Prime Minister. Thus, the King accepted to remain in
the Crown as “constitutional monarch”.

The second jolt to Constitutional monarch Birendra from India:

The India funded movement of 1990 April ended with the formation of an
“interim government in Nepal” under Congress leader Krishna Prasad
Bhattarai.

A few months later, the interim PM Bhattarai sought an urgent audience
with the King in the Palace.

The usual complementariness came to an end and the Prime Minister
Bhattarai in a hesitating manner forwarded an earth-shaking offer to King
Birendra.

Listening to PM Bhattarai’s unbelievable and equally dangerous intent, the
King without losing his composure replied, “Look PM! Don’t you think
that the presence of the Nepal Army shall at least keep Nepal sovereign for
half an hour; If so, how and why should I agree to your suggestions of
dismantling the Nepal Army institution once and for all given that our Army
is one of the oldest Armies in the world more so first in South Asian region;,
King’s response thus capped the talk of dismantling the Nepal Army for
some decades. Yet this episode exposed wherefrom the idea had emanated
and PM Bhattarai was speaking whose voice? PM Bhattarai though was a
saint, yet he prefereed India on many occasions.

For instance, take the June 10, 1990 Nepal-India Joint Communique which
allowed India to take control of several internal-political matters more so of
Nepal’s water resources. Yet he was a saint.

Why some need dismantling of Nepal Army?

However, the idea of ‘pull to bits’ the Army institution persisted in some
crooked minds of some perverted Nepali nationals close to Indian regime
who continued their tirade against the Nepal Army.

However, the talk of doing away with the Nepal Army subsided for some
decades.

And now the same idea has begun floating from some “disgruntled and
sponsored quarters” which forcefully demands the early and the necessary
dismantling of the Nepal Army.

‘Why Nepal Army is target and its inner motive?

Some allege that these “some™ who intend to do away with the Army re-
portedly have tacit connections with some alien forces who wish to weaken
Nepal in the absence of the Army and create chaos and disturb the commu-
nal harmony and exploit from the weakened Nepal.

Reportedly, the man who is up against the Nepal Army these days is talked
to have had linkages in the past with the Nepali Congress and as of now he
has joined a new debatable party led by yet another provocative journo-
turned politician.

Some even say that he has a Catholic Vietnamese wife ¢, Well, it is his private
life indeed. Some even suspect his factual citizenship credentials.

Bimla Rai Poudel joins the “target NA mission:

As if this were not enough, yet another lady politician Mrs. Bimla Rai-
Poudel the other day forcefully demanded from then Nepal Parliament that
a redundant and almost defunct army like the one what we have demands
immediate dissolution as Nepal Army can’t even fight with the Indian or for
that matter the Chinese Army if and when these two alien armies declare a
war on Nepal?

Clearly, the manner Bimla Rai Poudel was presenting her hatred against the
Nepal Army gave an impression that she was speaking “Her Master’s Voice™
and that she will continue to do so until the Army institution say total and
complete dissolution.

Surprising of it all is that Mes. Bimla was the Nepal’s Foreign Minister for
some forty two days. This is earth shaking news indeed!

Mrs. Rai, a NGO/INGO giant, was for some time (roundabout 42 days) the
country’s Foreign Minister from the UML quota.

Ms. Rai has several colleagues like her who opine that the Army must be
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Smash And Grab

By Sunanda Datta Ray

CHAPTER 7

Contd....

The mystery was that after the one abortive attempt at deportation, the
Cliogyal always treated Kazini with more than the consideration shown to
the wives of other prominent Sikkimese. There were greeting cards at
Christmas, warm replies to Kazini's occasional letters, and gracious courtesy
when they chanced to meet. That was always his way, grumbled palace
officials, who were sometimes obliged to take measures against the Sikkim
National Congress; they were convinced too that their master would not
have been half as affable if Kazini had not been European. Kind and sensitive
though he was, with a deep pride in his country and its traditions, he yet
seemed sometimes to trust suavely authoritative Indians more than the
most devoted Sikkimese and any Westerner in preference to Indians. There
were murmurs about the hospitality lavished on Indian army officers, the
demands of not particularly exalted European guests, the demands of not
particularly exalted. European guests, and about the Chogyals' graciousness
to Karma. Topden's English wife. The durbar was baffled and never quite
sure of how he really felt towards Kazini.

CHAPTER 8

Poised in Time

The old year was expelled and the new year ushered in with a pantomimic
display; and a form of dance also played a part in the ritual concerned with
the exorcizing of maligned spirits and the destruction of human enemies.
The Earl of Ronaldshay, Lord of the Thunderbolts: Sikkim, Chumbie and
Bhutan.

The contemporary polity of Sikkim is passing through a process of
integration of tribalism, the lamaist traditionalism, and liberal democracy.
Awadesh, Coomar Sinha, Politics, of Sikkim.

The Iron Dog year drew to an end with slow ceremony, the dances dragging
out in a watery Himalayan sunshine. The light caught the Tsuk-la-khang's
golden pinnacle, it glowed on the velvet and brocade of Bhutiya-Lepcha
dignitaries, their kazinis dripping with turquoise and corals, and on the
Jjewelled sarees of Indian wives. Nepalese officials wore jaunty embroidered
caps, dark jackets, and white jodhpurs.

It had started early in the moraiflg, the Kagyet ritual unreeling like a slow
motion film. The performers were all monks and acolytes from Pemayangtse.
Their first number was the a-tas-ras, a frolic of nimbly leaping clowns, but
it was followed by one ponderous presentation after another. Cavorting
stags and rattling skeletons swooping birds, pounding yaks, and rolling
waves of blood acknowledged Denzong's vivid imagery. Most were of
fearsome aspect. The black-hat warriors massive in ornate masks and
cascading robes, the thromo-tsog-len female deities symbolizing wrath
accepting divine prasad, cymbal dancers, the tro-thromo spirits also depicting
anger in male and female masks. An intense, exacting and, to the uninitiated,
somewhat monotonous drama pausing only for sung-khor portraying the
death of the evil demon, when the lamas chanted prayers rejoicing the
victory of good over evil.

The Gyaimo, shimmering in silver and blue, stepped hastily back to escape
any contamination from paper effigies of the dying year's sins as they were
ritualistically burned. “It's terribly unlucky for the ashes to touch you,” she
whispered. “The Sikkimese were probably the first to invent the fall-out.”
Hope had reason to flee. For ancient superstition was reinforced in 1957
when Sangey Deki, the Chogyal's first wife, died six months after a scrap of
charred paper from the horn fire fluttered to the edge of her kho. contd...

dissolved as it would “save” money for other developmental processes.
And now Sumana Shrestha’s outburst against the Army?

Very freshly, Parliamentarian Sumana Shrestha has joined the chorus in
hitting the Nepal Army hard who almost told that Nepal doesn’t need a
contingent of 90, 000 Army as it is a white elephant for cash crunch Nepal
economy.

Ms. Shrestha is a doctoral degree holder from Massachusetts, USA. She is
a highly qualified woman.

But why they all oppose the Nepal Army;,

A close look at the debauched ideas being incessantly floated targeting against
the Nepal Army do tell that some “organized alien forces™ near and far were
at constant work to weaken the morale of the Nepal Army thereby exploit
from ensuing communal chaos that shall grip the country instantly.

A weakened, fractured and split Nepal is in the interest of, I guess, India and
the countries that wish Nepal in a torn state.

Think if and when a communal or say identity crisis crops up and takes its
heavy toll then isn’t it would be the Nepal Army to quell the threats that
possess the potential to split the nation both vertically and horizontally;,
We need the Army to save the country from going to the dogs. Good o bad,
our Army...Nepal Army.

Needless to say, if and when Nepal has a threat to its existence or say,
sovereignty, it is necessarily from India and India alone.

Thus, if Nepal were to be saved for all time to come, the fake tradition of
awarding the title of honorary Army General to the India’s Army Chief
must be scrapped altogether. Or it would be too late. The real threat to
Nepal emanates from India and India alone. Let’s be clear that M. M.
Naravney and General Rawat treated Nepal as inferior. Erratic Undisci-
plined Naravney even accused Nepal, May 2020 of working against India at
the behest of China and yet was greeted in Nepal by our Army men as the
undeclared King of Nepal and that too appointed by India itself. But why
the Army is silent yet; Army’s silence gives ample space to suspect the
very credentials of the Army itself. Isn’t it;,

Attention China and Pakistan:

China and Pakistan should now without wasting a single second feel the
gravity of the “emerging frightening situation and in concert begin providing
higher training to the Nepal Army officers or else acute sovereignty issues
shall grip Nepal soon-the symptoms of which are being floated by some
depraved brains at the behest of inimical forces;,

A weak Nepal is neither in the interest of China nor that of the next regional
force Pakistan. Will China assist Nepal this time earnestly and prove itself
a reliable partner. China once cheated Nepal on May 2015 when the country
signed a bilateral trade route with India through Nepali landmass. A weak
Nepal means beginning of troubles in its underbelly Tibet that adjoins Nepal
fortunately. That’s all. (@telegraphnepal.com
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