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Kashmiri Protest Qutside UN
Headquarters Calls for Justice and
Fulfillment of UN Commitments

on Kashmir
Ghulam-Nabi Fai

United Nations, New York — k

26,2026:

‘While India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr. S. Jaishankar, addressed
the 81st session of the United Nations General Assembly in New
York on September 26, a peaceful demonstration was held outside
United Nations Headquarters calling international attention to the
unresolved question of Jammu and Kashmir and urging the United
Nations to fulfill its commitments concerning the people of Kashmir.

Despite strong winds and heavy showers, demonstrators—many of
them women and children—remained outside the United Nations
carrying banners and placards and raising slogans in support of
peace, justice and the right of the people of Kashmir to determine
their political future.

Among the messages displayed by the protesters were:

“India Took Away Article 370, But Not Our Dreams, Not Our Identity.”
“Kashmir Elections Are Just a Deception: Plebiscite Is the Only
Solution.”

“Kashmiris Reject Indian Occupation: UN Resolutions—The Only
Solution.”

“Kashmir Needs Freedom and Justice.”

“UN Resolutions State Clearly: Kashmir Is Not an Indian
Protectorate.”

The demonstrators also called for the release of Kashmiri political
prisoners and named Muhammad Yasin Malik, Shabir Ahmad Shah,
Masarat Alam, Aasiya Andrabi, Sofi Fehmeeda and Nahida Nasreen,
among others.

The protest was sponsored by the World Kashmiri Awareness Forum.
The organizers particularly acknowledged the joint efforts of Raja
Mukhtar, National Spokesperson of the Jammu Kashmir Liberation
Front (JKLF), North America, and Sardar Taj Khan, Senior Vice
President of the Kashmiri Mission, USA. Their cooperation was
described as an example of the importance of placing the Kashmir
cause above organizational and political differences.

The organizers emphasized that the gathering demonstrated that
Kashmiris and their supporters can work together around a common
commitment to peace, justice and the rights of the people of Kashmir.

A Message to the United Nations

The protesters appealed to the United Nations to remember its historic
commitments concerning Jammu and Kashmir and urged the
Organization to pursue a peaceful resolution consistent with the
principles and resolutions of the United Nations.

They questioned whether the international community can credibly
speak of human rights, peace and the rule of law while the political
aspirations of the people of Kashmir remain unresolved.
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The demonstrators also criticized what
they described as a contradiction between India’s public invocation
of peace and Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy and its policies in Jammu
and Kashmir.

During his address to the General Assembly, Dr. Jaishankar referred
to Mahatma Gandhi and cited the well-known principle that “there is
no way to peace. Peace is the way.”

The protesters responded by asking whether the same principle should
not also apply to Kashmir.

They pointed to Gandhi’s remarks concerning Kashmir in July 1947,
as reported by The Wire, in which Gandhi emphasized the centrality
of the people of the State. In that discourse, Gandhi stated that the
people were the real sovereigns and said, in substance, that the ruler
was secondary to the people and that “the people are everything.”

For the protesters, those words raise a fundamental question: if the
people are ultimately sovereign, should not the people of Kashmir
have a meaningful opportunity to determine their own futureae

Questions Raised for India

The demonstrators posed two principal questions to India’s External
Affairs Minister.

First, if India considers itself conscious of its global responsibilities,
how does it reconcile that position with the longstanding dispute
over Jammu and Kashmir and the body of United Nations Security
Council resolutions concerning the questionz

The protesters argued that India should address the continuing
international concern over Kashmir through peaceful dialogue with
Pakistan and legitimate leadership of people of kashmir.

Second, if Mahatma Gandhi’s words about peace and the importance
of the people are worthy of invocation before the international
community, should those principles not also apply to the people of
Kashmire

The demonstrators urged the Government of India to allow the people
of Kashmir a genuine opportunity to express their wishes concerning
their political future.

Yasin Malik and Other Detainees

The protesters also called particular attention to the cases of Kashmiri
political figures and activists whom they regard as political prisoners.

Regarding Muhammad Yasin Malik, the organizers questioned the
basis and circumstances of the legal proceedings against him and
recalled that he had previously participated in political and diplomatic
engagement, including a peace mission to the United States, the United
Kingdom and Pakistan during the government of Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh.
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The protesters argued that the history of such engagement should
be taken into account in assessing the broader political context of
his case. They called for due process, transparency and an
independent examination of allegations concerning all Kashmiri
detainees.

A Call for Consistency and Dialogue

The demonstration also raised broader questions about what the
organizers described as the gap between India's international
diplomatic language and its policies in Kashmir.

The protesters urged the United Nations and its Member States to
apply international human rights principles consistently and to
ensure that the concerns of civilians affected by the Kashmir dispute
are not overlooked.

They stressed that their demonstration was peaceful and that their
objective was to remind the international community that the Kashmir
question remains an issue of international concern for millions of
people.

The gathering concluded with an appeal to the United Nations to
uphold its principles of peace, human rights and self-determination
and to work toward a peaceful and durable settlement of the Jammu
and Kashmir dispute.

The protesters said their message was simple: peace cannot be
achieved by ignoring the aspirations of the people most directly
affected by a conflict. They called upon India, Pakistan and the United
Nations to place the people of Kashmir at the center of efforts toward
a peaceful resolution.

Those who spoke included: Sadar sawar khan; Sardar Imtiaz Gralivi;
Sadar Sajid Sawar; Raja Razak Khan; Khalid Awan; Syed Raza
Hussain; Amna Taj ;Asad Pervez; Mohammad Sabir; Sardar Habib
Khan; Riaz Chohan; Jamshied Gujer; Magbool Gujer; Choudhary
Ishaq, Farah Sawar; Netallia Taj, Zienum and others.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, who was unable to attend the demonstration
because he was participating in a global conference in Kuala Lumpur
at the same time, said that the powerful message conveyed by the
women and children standing outside the United Nations in drenched
clothes had reached the world. “Their courage, despite the heavy
rain and strong winds, has made one thing unmistakably clear:
Kashmir needs the attention of the world, and its people cannot be
forgotten.”

The Mecca Pact: A

By Raju Korti

The Mecca Pact, barely a month old, has already been discredited.
Its authenticity is in question, its efficacy doubtful. The very notion
of an “Islamic Nato” has been exposed as a mirage. Collective de-
fence requires not just declarations but capabilities, coordination
and political will. None of these are evident in the pact’s function-
ing.

From the outset, the Mecca Pact carried the burden of scepticism.
Announced with much fanfare by Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Paki-
stan in August 2026, it was projected as a historic defence alliance, a
bulwark against aggression, and a symbol of Islamic solidarity.
But the pact’s first real test has revealed its fragility. The Houthi
attacks on Saudi Arabia, particularly the alarm over Mecca itself,
have exposed the gulf between rhetoric and reality.

The pact’s Nato-style clause, that an attack on one member would
be treated as an attack on all, was meant to inspire confidence. Yet
when Saudi Arabia’s Civil Defence issued an emergency alert warn-
ing of a possible aerial strike on Mecca, the alliance was nowhere to
be seen.

The Houthis denied targeting the holy city, insisting their opera-
tions were directed at oil facilities and military bases. Whether Mecca
was truly under threat or Riyadh invoked the spectre of danger to
rally Muslim opinion, the fact remains that Saudi Arabia stood alone.
Outrage - and Silence

The symbolism of Mecca being placed on emergency alert was pro-
found. For the first time in history, Islam’s holiest city was declared
vulnerable. The outrage across the Muslim world was palpable, but
the absence of tangible support from pact members was equally
glaring.

Pakistan, touted as Riyadh’s trump card, offered only condemnation
and words of solidarity. Its Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, saluted
Saudi vigilance but stopped short of committing troops or military
aid. Turkiye, too, remained conspicuously silent.

This silence is not accidental. The pact was always more about
signalling than substance. For Riyadh, it projected the possibility of

Pakistani backing in its rivalry with Tehran. For Ankara, it was a mes-
sage to Tel Aviv and Tehran alike. For Islamabad, it was a chance to
showcase itself as a leading Muslim power and to leverage Saudi
patronage. But when symbolism collides with obligations, the cracks
widen.

Islamabad’s Balancing Act

Pakistan’s reluctance is rooted in its own turmoil. With internal un-
rest across Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh and even Punjab,
the country is in no position to embark on foreign military adven-
tures. Its economy remains fragile, dependent on Gulf investments
and energy supplies that could be disrupted by Iran or the Houthis.
Islamabad’s balancing act between Riyadh and Tehran leaves little
room for decisive intervention. The Mecca Pact, for Pakistan, was an
exercise in image-building, not a binding commitment.

History reinforces this pattern. Since its inception, Pakistan has
sought to monetise its geography and strategic relevance. From Cold
War alliances to its role in the Afghan jihad and the post-9/11 “war on
terrorism”, Islamabad has repeatedly positioned itself as indispens-
able, while practising doublespeak. The Mecca Pact fits neatly into
this tradition: a bid for prestige, patronage and recognition, without
the readiness to shoulder real burdens.

Riyadh’s Vulnerabilities and Desperation

Saudi Arabia’s response to the Houthi threat further underscores the
pact’s hollowness. Reports suggest Riyadh turned not only to Wash-
ington and London but even to Tel Aviv for intelligence assistance.
That Saudi Arabia, which has not formally normalised ties with Israel,
would seek such help speaks volumes about its desperation and the
irrelevance of the Mecca Pact in practice. The alliance that was meant
to embody Islamic unity has been sidelined in favour of pragmatic,
even unlikely, partnerships.

The Houthis, meanwhile, have demonstrated the potency of asym-
metric warfare. Their strikes on Saudi military and energy infrastruc-
ture, as well as commercial shipping in the Red Sea, have rattled
Riyadh. By denying any intent to target Mecca, they have sought to
undermine Saudi claims and portray the kingdom as manipulative.

Mirage of Islamic Unity, A Pact on Paperz

‘Whether or not their denial is credible, the fact remains that Saudi
Arabia’s vulnerabilities have been laid bare.

The implications are stark. The Mecca Pact, barely a month old, has
already been discredited. Its authenticity is in question, its efficacy
doubtful. The very notion of an “Islamic Nato” has been exposed as
a mirage. Collective defence requires not just declarations but capa-
bilities, coordination and political will. None of these are evident in
the pact’s functioning.

For Saudi Arabia, the lesson is sobering. Reliance on symbolic alli-
ances cannot substitute for robust defence partnerships. For Paki-
stan, the episode highlights the limits of its power projection and the
dangers of overpromising. For Turkey, silence may preserve flexibil-
ity, but it also erodes credibility. And for the wider Muslim world, the
episode is a reminder that unity proclaimed in grand summits often
evaporates when tested by real crises.

The Pact - A Cautionary Tale

The Mecca Pact was meant to reassure, but it has unsettled instead.
It was meant to deter aggression, but it has emboldened scepticism.
It was meant to embody solidarity, but it has revealed self-interest.
In the shadow of the Houthi attacks, the pact stands exposed as a
hollow construct, more paper than steel.

The question now is not whether the pact can survive, but whether
it was ever meant to work. If its purpose was prestige and signalling,
then it has already served its limited function. But if it was meant to
provide genuine collective defence, the verdict is clear: it has failed
at the first hurdle.

In the end, the Mecca Pact may be remembered not as a milestone of
Islamic unity, but as a cautionary tale of alliances built on symbolism
rather than substance. The Houthis have delivered more than a mili-
tary challenge; they have delivered a reality check. And that reality
is that the Mecca Pact, despite its lofty promises, exists only on
paper.

(The writer is an editor of four-plus decades and a commentator on
regional, international, social, cultural and science-related matters.
The views expressed here are his own. He may be contacted at
krajuster@gmail.com) @SAM
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