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20 Years of Young Rotary Club of Bhaktapur

(2003-2023)

Rtn . Professor Dr. Uttam Karmacharya
Bhaktapur, Washington Virginia

The first seed of Rotary Club of Bhaktapur (RC
Bhaktapur) was planted in Shiva Guest House on
6" October 2002 and hosted for several months
of its regular weekly meetings and provided
meeting venue and contact point. It was
praiseworthy to note that Distinguished District
Personalities had played a remarkable role to give
birth to the Rotary Club of Bhaktapur taking care
from the incubator of labor room to this field of
social life: Service above Self.
We are very grateful to former Assistant Governor
(AG )Rtn. Puskar Man Shakya who played a very
important role as a Governor Special
Representative (GSR) for establishing Rotary
Club of Bhaktapur ; Assistant Governor (AG )
Rtn. GopalSundarLallKakshepati ; District
Secretary Rtn. Shiva Bhakta Rajbhandari; Born
master trainer Rtn . Dilendra Shrestha; Rtn.
William Ma; Chief Coordinator late Rtn.
Dr.TikamanVaidya and Chief Counselor late Rtn.
GopalRajbhandari. All of them have contributed
a lot to establish Rotary Club of Bhaktapur. They
deserved a special credit for the cause of promoting
Rotary Club of Bhaktapur . We must express
special honor and respect to all of them in response to their valuable
contributions provided to us before and after Charter Certification on 25 th
June 2003.
The Charter Dignitaries of RC Bhaktapur were :
1. Rtn. KP Tamrakar, Charter President (Discontinued /no more
member )
. Rtn .
president;
Rtn. Neel Krishna Tamrakar, Charter Secretary;
4. Rtn. Suresh Bdr. Dhaubanjar Director Finance (Discontinued /no
more member ) ;
Rtn. Yubak Rajbhandari , Director Club Service (Discontinued
/no more member );
6. Rtn. Krishna Pd. Awal, Director Community Service ;
7. Late Rtn. Rajendra Pd. Jonchhen, Director International Service
(Discontinued /no more member );
Rtn. DirendraBdr. Mool, Director Vocational Service (Discontinued
/no more member ) ;
9. Rtn. UttamBdr. Vaidya, Sergeant
more member).
Commued Eight Charter Members are :
Rtn. Keshab Diwakar ; 2. Rtn. Om Krishna Shrestha;

Professor Dr. Uttam K. Karmacharya, Charter Vice —

—at- arms (Discontinued /no

3 Rtn .RabindraPuri ; 4. Rtn. SundarPratapRana ;

5. Rtn. Shyam SundarDhaubadel 6. Rtn. Krishna Pd.Awal
7. Rtn. Neel Krishna Tamrakar

8. Rtn . Professor Dr. Uttam K. Karmacharya,

Eleven Charter members have discontinued (No more members. Three of
them were passed away)
My Major and minor observations as I recapitalized to date June 2023
First in Rotary Club of Bhaktapur ( What and who is first in RC Bhaktapur )
During the first year of RC Bhaktapur establishment social activities stated
with tree plantation program together with Bhaktapur Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (BCCI ), free cancer screening, blood donation coordinated
by Rtn. Jaya Sundar Hada , book donation by by Rtn. Kamal Mani Dixitand
scholarship distribution initiated by Rtn. Rabindra Puri from Germany
provlded by Rtn. Bruce Higgs.

First donation for RC Bhaktapur was offered by Rtn .Keshav
Dlwakar around Rs. 45 thousand.
2. First donation was contributed from German Rotary Club for
school building construction of Sarashwoti School through Jorh Barh under
the initiation of Rtn. Sundar Pratap Rana
3. First DGs Visit was from Indian Rotary District 3290 Rtn.
Amitabh Mukarji and Rtn. Pravir Chakraverti and Rtn. Swapan Mukarji
(team members )

First District Governor ( DG ) visit from Nepal Rotary District
1992 was by late Rtn. Dr. Tika ManVaidya.

First scholarship from Canadian Rotary Club was supported by
/thmugh the initiation of Rtn. Rabindra Puri and Scholarship distribution in
Mathurapaati Secondary School Phulbaari Kavre
6. First yearly scholarship was distributed through RC Bhaktapur
at Bhaktapur Chamber of Commerce & Industries (BCCI) from the RC of
Gonanaquc Canada under the initiation of Rtn. Rabindra Puri

First RC Bhaktapur President after Chancr Certification of two
yedrs was Rtn. Professor Dr. Uttam Karmachary:

First RC Bhaktapur Souvenir coordmdted and editor by Professor
Dr Uttam Karmacharya
9. First Vice President was Rtn. Neel Krishna Tamrakar

— An Overview

10. First RC Secretary General was
Rtn. Sundar Pratap Rana

11. First Message of RI President sent
by Rtn. Rajkumar Rajgaria, District
3290Governer 2003-4

12. First RC Bhaktapur admin office
was established at Hotel Sweet Home with
the initiation of Rtn. Om Krishna Shrestha
13. First participation in Nepal District
Conference of RI 3292 was joined at
PragyaBhawan /at National Academy
Kathmandu.

14. First office secretary was Mr
Gyanendra Prajapati. Now he is in Belgium
He was follow by Mr. Raju Man Bajracharya
15. First strategic plan was jointly
prepared by Rtn. Sundar Pratap Rana and
Rtn Krishneshowri Hada for the Rotary year
2008-2009.

16. First Lady member was Rtn.
Krishneshowi Hada
17. First fellowship picnic was

organized in Maturapati Baardali Ghar under
the initiation of Rtn.Rabindra Puri
: 18. First Honorary member was Rtn.
Jorh Barh from Germany
. First Nepal District DG of RI
Dlslrcl 3292 visited RC Bhaktapur by Late Rtn. Dr. Tika ManVaidya.
First Lady President of RC Bhaktapur was Rtn. Krishneshowi

21. 20 First RC Bhaktapur Rotary Education /information Kit folder
was developed and distributed to all members with the self-initiation by
Rtn. Sudar Pratap Rana.

22. First Rotary Walkathon March in Bhaktapur and closing ceremony
at Durbar Square and collection of donation around twenty lacks .

23. First RC Bhaktapur nomination as an advisor for District 3292
was Professor Dr. Uttam K . Karmacharya

24. First AG from RC Bhaktapur was Rtn. Krishneshowi Hada

25. First largest matching grant was approved for Shidhi Memorial

Hospital Bhaktapur around one lack and ten thousand US dollar with the
initiation and coordinated by Rtn. Shree Shankar Pradhang

26. First international visitors from Canada was led by Rtn. Rabindra
Puri

27. First Maching grant for Gharsita Mutu was signed from Nepal
Distrct 3292 initiated by Rtn.Sundar Pratap Rana

28. First donation for people with different abilities was offered to

Mr.Suman Palikhel by providing three wheeler Motor cycle with the help
of German Rotary club initiated by Rtn. Jorh Bahr

29. First participation in RI International convention was joined by
the Past president Rtn. Om Krishna Shrestha in Florida USA

30, First Establishment of ~Sushil Prajapaty Memorial Vocational
Training Fund withe initiation of seed money donated by Rtn Neel Krishna
Tamrakar

31. First RYLA hosted by RC Bhaktapur at Kharipati.

32. First attendance Card published with the picture of Bisket Jatra in
a post Card form. Photo courtacy Bhaktapur Tourism Development Com-
mittee.

33. First RI President to visit RC Bhaktapur was by Ms. Jennifer
Jones 2022-23
34. First Barista Training and Job placement was assigned in 2022 at

Gapali Bhaktapur
35, First chief Guest attended from polmcal pamcs by Respectable
Chairperson Mr. NM Bijukschhen Rohit to opening session of newly con-
structed building called Late Gangadhar Hada Memorial Building of Medha
school Bhaktapur 2023.
36. The first Rotary Felicitation was decorated to Mr. Tejeshwor
Babu Gonga for his valuable contribution of promoting literature and culture
under Rotary District 3290 and to Dr. Rajan Suwal through Rotary District
3292.
37. First participation in foreign Rotary Clubs for attending regular
meetings in the USA and Hong Kong was joined by Past president Profes-
sor Dr. Uttam Karmacharya with the Power Point Presentation of Rotary
Club of Bhaktapur

N First highest Rotary members in 2022- 23were 46 (forty-six )
as ot 2023 June .
39. First highest Ladies members are 08 (Eight as of 2023 June )
40. First Rotract Club of Bhaktapur sponsored by RC Bhaktapur
was Rotract Club of Phoolbari
41. First Interact Club sponsored by RC Bhaktapur was Everest
English School Bhaktapur
42. First major donor from RC Bhaktapur was Rtn . Keshav Diwakar
(MPHF )
4

3. First Elderly President Professor Dr. Uttam Karmacharya (as of
today 2023 June)
44. First younger President

.
Despair!
No one has escaped the feeling of despair,

Strong emotions engulf us and we’re scared.

We all wish to enjoy life to its fullest,
With lots of happiness and be the purest.

The truth is, nothing here is permanent,
Night ends and day begins like ornament.

Flowers bloom and die splendidly,
Weather changes & time passes incessantly.

Why cry over the spilled milk and despaira
Accept the fact and handle emotions with care.

Stay strong and maintain cheerfulness,
Despair will lessen with time and pertinence.

No one has escaped the feeling of despair,
Strong emotions engulf us and we’re scared.

Madhu Khare

Virginia, America

was Rtn.. Neel Tamrakar
as of today 2023 June.
45. First youngest Member
Rtn. Pearlbiga Karki as of 2023 June.
First lady President to participate in
Rotary International Convention in
Australia was by Rtn. Hada Binita
(Pradhanang) with Rtn. Keshav
Diwakar 2023.
46. First 100% Membership
Retention Award

. First Second Runner Up
literacy Program

First Second Runner Up

Disease Prevention and Treatment

Award
49. First Second Runner Up
economic and community develop-
>~ ment
"% 50. First RI President Visit
Spcclal Award

First Special Award for
Best President for Rotary Public Im-
age
52. First Best secretary Re-
gion 1 Rtn . Khadananda

First 1000 Charter Day
Mcctmg 25 June 2023, Sunday

Firstly, RC Bhaktapur Meeting was
hosted Shiva guest house coordinated
and initiated by Rtn. Suresh Bdr.
Dhaubanjar
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Smash And Grab

By Sunanda Datta Ray

Contd.....
CHAPTER 9 Shorter Leash
If we give away in respect to Sikkim, we must be prepared to do so, at
some future date, not only with regard to Bhutan and Nepal, but with
regard to Kashmir and her feudatories, such as Hunza and Nagar,
and with regard to any of the smaller Himalayan states which may
have committed themselves. Sir Mortimer Durand, Foreign
Proceedings, Secret E, May 1889.
In the case-of Sikkim it was inconceivable that she would continue
as a “protectorate” of India for long or that India would like such a
millstone round her neck. T.N. Kaul, Diplomacy in Peace and War.
There was consternation in India House. It was the twenty-first
anniversary of Indian Independence, an occasion of somewhat stilted
rejoicing. The royal family and all important Sikkimese, as well as
leading members of the Indian community resident in Gangtoky were
expected to attend. But word reached the PO on 15 August 1968 that
a small crocodile of boys and girls carrying placards was wending its
way towards the hill. An official sent down to investigate came back
with startling news. The banners were all uniformly hostile. “Indians
get out of Sikkim”, “We are a buffer but not a duffer”, and “We want
independence” were some of their slogans. Never before had the
public thus raised its voice.

But the flag-hoisting ceremony was not interrupted. Indian diplomats
had carefully studied the unflappability of their British predecessors.
Their attitude to the locals had been modelled on the phlegmatic
approach of men like Hermaan Kisch of the 1CS who received the
Sikkim Campaign's medal and clasp for organizing the army's field
postal service in 1888. “The inhabitants of Sikkim are quite
uncivilized,” he had written, “though the Maharajah himself is an
intelligent man with some education. The letters that the Bhutan and
Sikkim Rajahs write to British officials are sometimes extremely
amusing.” Condescension and a stiff upper lip saved the day. They
pretended not to hear the bursts of high-pitched slogans rising above
the resonance of Jana Gana Mana, the Indian national anthem.
Nevertheless, the PO was uneasy. Used to demonstrations as a daily
routine in New Delhi and Calcutta, he had not expected one in Gangtok.
Nervous echoes reached the Lok Sabha some months later when 25
MPs demanded that Mrs Gandhi explain what they called a Quit
Sikkim movement. The prime minister was soothing. She told
indignant parliamentarians that only “local schoolboys” had staged
a “minor demonstration outside the residence of the government of
India's political officer”. The situation was well under control. There
was nothing to worry about. New Delhi bad “taken up the matter
strongly with the Chogyal of Sikkim.”

So “strongly” indeed did the PO threaten reprisal that the durbar was
bullied into issuing a statement on 9 September deploring and
condemning the incident. “Sikkim ifia Buddhist country and hence
pledged to peace and non-violence,” it announced. Two school
teachers who had organized the protest were severely reprimanded.
R.N. Haldipur, the dewan, was summoned to New Delhi and given a
dressing down for permitting such an outrage. The Indian authorities,
who turned a blind .eye to regular and far more violent disturbances
against the US, British, and Chinese missions, treated this feeble
display almost as a casus belli. T.N. Kaul again appeared in Gangtok,
for only two days, andlhis time full of sombre warnings to the Chogyal
to mend his ways. Much to the latter's surprise, he also said that New
Delhi had been on the point of transferring control of posts and
telegraphs to the Sikkimese, but would not now do so because the
durbar could not be trusted: it had not suppressed the expression of
public opinion with a heavy enough hand.

The Indian diplomat added that Delhi would never now agree to an
overall review of the treaty. Nor could Sikkim, as a protected kingdom,
apply for membership of such UN agencies as the WHO or the
Tuberculosis Association. It would have to be content with indirect
links through India. The Chogyal regarded this as a stab in the back
from the man whom he had always looked upon as a close friend and
who had in the past promised so much, but he was generous enough
to make allowance for the political orders that Kaul had presumably
been given.

A meeting with Raja Dinesh Singh the following May seemed to
justify his indulgence. The new external affairs minister seemed far
less rigid. He compared Sikkim with Monaco and appeared to accept
the Chogyal's correction that Luxemburg offered a more accurate
comparison. Dinesh Singh also suggested that Sikkim might soon be
able to issue her own postage stamps. Perhaps Dinesh Singh was
expressing a personal view. Perhaps he had been sent to soften up
the Chogyal. No one in Gangtok examined the minister's motives or
the extent of his authority. They were too buoyed up with hope not
to accept his assurance entirely at face value. It was a period of
tremendous exuberance. Krishna Chandra Pradhan, who was always
in and out of political parties, and Namgyal Tsering, Kazi's partner in
the moribund Swatantra Dal, mustered about 300 activists under the
banner of a United-Front. They plastered walls with posters,
distributed pamphlets, addressed street corner meetings, and missed
no occasion to denounce the treaty which, they alleged, had been
signed “under duress and deception.” “Independence is the people's
demand and not the king's,” Pradhan said. “The Chogyal can't go
against the nation's wishes.”

Physically, Namgyal Tsering was the more imposing personality: tall,
ramrod straight, with a face the colour and texture of a dry walnut and
a few wisps of grey hair doing valiant service as a beard. Contd...

Secondly, BCCI Bhaktapur was kind enough to host the RC Bhaktapur for
several years starting from the initiation ofChartere president Rtn. KP
T a m r a k a T .
Thirdly, Hotel Sweet Home supported for hosting RC Bhaktapur for more
than one decade with the initiation of Rtn. KP Awal

Fourthly, Cafe Harati (Haarati ) did a wonderful job to provide meeting
venue to RC Bhaktapur during these emergency periods for the years to
come with the initiation of Rtn . Dr. Gyanendra Dhaubhadel . Congratula-
tions Cafe Harati (Haarati ) Taumadhi Square hosting 20 years of Young
RC Bhaktapur on behalf of elderly continued charter members and the
members of Rotary Club of Bhaktapur .

(Professor Karmacharya was the Charter Vice president of 2003-4 and
Past president of 2005-6. Presently working as a regular member and Club
Trainer ) 10/1/23
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