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Journey to Xizang: Through Rain, Runways, and Reflections
Sharachchandra Bhandary

Travel often begins long before the first flight takes off. Mine began
with an invitation — one extended by Chinese Ambassador to Nepal Chen
Song, a seasoned diplomat known for his active engagement, candid ap-
proach, and unwavering commitment to advancing China’s national inter-
ests while deepening China—Nepal ties.

1 had the opportunity to travel to Chengdu for the fifth time enroute to
Xizang. Over the years, he has earned the reputation of a true friend of
Nepal, fostering connections that transcend protocol and formal diplomacy.
This invitation itself was part of broader diplomatic efforts that the Ambas-
sador has consistently championed: strengthening people-to-people ex-
changes, and creating opportunities for Nepali media professionals to better
understand China’s rapid development. His approach is hands-on and pro-
active; one could say his diplomacy operates not only through official
channels but also through real human engagement — a reason he remains one
of the most visible and active ambassadors in Kathmandu’s diplomatic circle.

Representatives from the Foreign Affairs Office of the Xizang Autono-
mous Region received us at the airport. Their warm reception hinted at a
carefully planned journey ahead — one that would expose us not just to
landscapes, but to the lives, livelihoods, and evolving realities of local com-

‘What lay ahead — visits to local communities, interactions with fami-
lies uplifted through social welfare programs, and a firsthand look at devel-

opment across Linzhi — held the promise of deeper understanding.

And so, with curiosity and anticipation, I prepared for the next morn-
ing, feeling that this journey through rain, runways, and reflections was
only the beginning of a much larger story.

Our hosts from the Foreign Affairs Office had arranged a visit to a local
farmer’s home — a gesture that spoke less of protocol and more of authen-
tic engagement. Such encounters often reveal what official data cannot: the
everyday realities of people, their aspirations, and the transformations
shaping their lives. The farmer’s house stood modestly yet proudly on a
gentle slope. Its sturdy walls and neatly kept surroundings hinted at stabil-
ity, at a life that had gradually found its balance. As we walked in, the
farmer and his family welcomed us warmly, their faces open and unre-
served — a reminder that hospitality transcends geography.

As we continued our conversation, his reflections painted a broader
picture of Linzhi. Poverty, once widespread, had been steadily pushed
back. Local agriculture had improved with technical support. New indus-
tries — especially eco-tourism, husbandry, hospitality and forestry, and
handicrafts — were creating alternative livelihoods. Modern housing,
healthcare access, and education opportunities were becoming the norm
rather than the exception.What struck me most was not the data or the
scale of development, but the visible sense of dignity in his words — the
belief that life had changed not suddenly, but steadily, one step at a time.

People spoke proudly about their improved quality of life. In Linzhi,
happiness was not loud or celebratory. It was quiet, steady, and deeply
rooted — the happiness of people whose lives had improved through
consistent effort and shared purpose.

As I walked through the town, watching locals go about their day
against the backdrop of towering mountains and whispering forests, I
felt a sense of calm admiration. This journey, which began with rain-
soaked runways and unexpected delays, had brought me into the living
heart of Xizang — its landscapes, its people, and its evolving stories.
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