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Nationalism in Nepal - At the Verse of Collapse Smash And Grab

Professor Dr. Uttam Karmacharya
Washington Virginia

In the 21st century, it is hard to imagine a world without nations. However,
the concept of a nation-state did not come to fruition until the late 18th
century. Up until the French Revolution, political unity coalesced around
empires, fiefdoms, and tribal affiliations. In the late 18th century into the
19th century, a political concept called nationalism developed. The nation-
alism definition in world history centered on societal unity around shared
ethnic traits such as language, beliefs, and traditions. This is known as
classical nationalism.

The concept of nationalism also grew out of 19th century liberalism, which
supported republican governments over monarchies and put political au-
thority in the hands of citizens that recognized a national, multicultural
state. In this latter case, it is known as liberal nationalism and focused on
the unity of a nation based on shared allegiance to a political representative,
rather than unity based on shared ethnicity.

Education system cannot be transplanted from other countries. So is the
case with Nationalism, it can never be imported as other accommodates /
goods imports.

It is found that FOLLOW THE TRUTH NOT THE MAJORITY is the
major mission and vision of the heroes and builders of nationalism of differ-
ent walks of social and political leaders and people of different communi-
ties as depicted by the exemplary book Greater Nepal edited by strong
Nationalist of Nepal Mr. Rajan Karki. I am very fortunate to go through the
book entitled “The greater Nepal” all articles of ten Nepali Nationalist of
Nepal. They were of the opinion that Nepal and Nepalese are so fortunate
not ruled by any colonial countries of the world. Throughout all history of
Nepal during border expansion and construction Nepal has never been
colonized and ruled by foreigners. Therefore, Nepal celebrates no Indepen-
dence Day

It is considered that Except 12 former kings of Nepal and 5 Mukhyyas of
Nepal before Ranacracy no Prime ministers were considered Nationalist
except Former late Prime Minister Marichman Singh Shrestha. It was the
major opinion of the people of Nepal since 2007 BS /1950

After the revolution of 1951, non-aristocratic citizens like Matrika Prasad
Koirala held the position of prime minister still under the authority of the
King of Nepal. The first general election was held in 1959 and Bishweshwar
Prasad Koirala became the first elected prime minister of Nepal. However,
he was deposed and imprisoned in the 1960 coup d’état by King Mahendra
who went on to establish an oligarchic authoritative regime, the Panchayat
system as a strong Nationalist. It was of the opine of the political and
senior Nepali politician that he was died because of his strong nationalistic
vision and Nepal did not have a democratic government until 1990.

After the Jana Andolan movement in 1990, the country became a constitu-
tional monarchy. However, this was interrupted with the 2005 coup d’état
by King Gyanendra. After the Loktantrik Andolan movement in 2006,the
monarchy was abolished on 28 May 2008 by the 1st Constituent Assem-
bly and the country was declared a federal parliamentary republic. The
current constitution was adopted on 20 September 2015, and the first
prime minister under this new constitution was KP Sharma Oli followed by
Mr. Pushpa Kamal Dahal. The people of Nepal have already evaluated his
degree of Nationalistic mission and vision and the opinion of the world
politics.

For the last ten years of Nepali pol and its development can by mea-
sured and analyzed with the analysis of UNDP annual report of world of
development index. Besides all these political strengths and weakness lack-
ing to promote the concept and development of Nationalism. If we sorcery
analyze the efforts of promoting Nationalism, actually speaking it is at the
verse of collapse as a perceive and recapitulate for the last four decades as
a students of Nepali Education system aster the implementation of Na-
tional Education system plan started in 1972. As a student of education, I

have found the government (MOE)
is for behind for the promotion of
Nationalism in Nepal.

Develop a possible national
mechanism for promoting at the
central level for the establishment
of National Academy of National-
ism with a group of Nationalistic
attitude from different walks life
including senior journalists.

The academy should focus on the
following issues for the first two
years.

1. collection of the major life pro-
file and documents a of ten former
and late kings and their foreign
policies
2. life profile and documents of ;
former prime minister before i 9y
1950s
3. life profile and documents of former prime minister after 1950s
4. Life profile of four martyries and patriotic of Nepal
5. Life profile of Late Chiniya Lall Shrestha
6. Life profile and documents of late Manju World
7
8

. Life profile of late former Prime Minister Marich Man Singh Shrestha

. Collection of Universities curriculum and text books of Nepal
9. Collection of school curriculum and text book of Nepal
10. Life profile of late King Mahendra
11. Life profile of late King Birendra Life profile of Former king Gyanendra
12. Translation of book entitled Greater Nepal both in English and Nepali
Languages edited by respectable senior journalist and editor of Gorkha
express Rajan Karki for massive distribution for study
13. Massive study of political science curriculum and text books of Nepal
Universities Level and college level
14. Massive study of universitates and college level school curriculum and
text books of passed Nepal study text books
15. Indebt study of new education system plan
16. Collection and study of major national level educational reports since
1950 including education in Nepal, the first formal national report pub-
lished in Nepal
17. Collection and study of five volumes of Mechi to Mahakali published
by the government of Nepal during Panchayat Reign
18. Collection and study of UNDP Development index of last ten years
19. Study of different universities of Nationalism established in different
near by countries.
20. Collection of major documents and photos of events and campaign of
promoting nationalism in Nepal recently .
Notes to conclude. Patriotism vs. Nationalism
Patriotism and nationalism have similar meanings, in that they both speak
to citizen support for their nation; however, the difference lies in the reason
for the support. Patriotism has a long history of usage since Roman times
(patria means “fatherland™) and expresses enthusiasm for representative
government in a republic. Patriotism unites people to a system of govern-
ment, not necessarily an inherited cultural trait.
Nationalism celebrates a nation by focusing on a specific and often privi-
leged ethnic or cultural narrative. Nationalism also began much more re-
cently in the late 18th century and was used to draw boundaries of nation-
states based on ethnic traits and behaviors. Nationalism aligns with classi-
cal nationalism, while patriotism aligns with liberal nationalism. More re-
cently, due to historic events that have arisen from extreme nationalism
there tends to be a more positive connotation with patriotism than with
nationalism.

By Sunanda Datta Ray

Contd.....
CHAPTER 9

When the Chogyal went to Delhi on 4 May 1972, Kaul stepped up
the demand to include the abrogation of the sixth paragraph of
Harishwar Dayal's letter which excluded from India's purview “any
arrangements between the government of Sikkim and the governments
of Tibet, Bhutan and Nepal which were in force 6ri the date of the
treaty.” The reason given was that the provision had lost its meaning
since Tibet was no longer an independent state. But the Chogyal
countered that Nepal and Bhutan were daily becoming more so, and
that whatever its practical application, the paragraph's true value lay
in demonstrating Indian recognition of Sikkim's capacity to enter
into relations with other countries. Swaran Singh who had taken
over from Raja Dinesli Singh, told him the next day that permanent
association ranked higher than protection, but the new minister, who
was a lawyer, would not countenance any reference to the UN. Mrs
Gandhi, who had not till then been directly involved in the
negotiations, confirmed her dislike of the word protectorate on 8
May; permanent association “sounded better” to her.

Kaul's version is that the Chogyal was quite happy with the proposed
revision until mischiefmakers abroad put him up to be difficult. “A
draft agreement was drawn up and approved. Thondup said he would
send it back duly signed from Gangtok within a week. He never did,
because some foreign advisers misled him into believing that he had
a cast-iron case for independence. I sent word to him, week after
week, that the opportunity would not recur, but he

showed no response.”

What Waldock and Palkhivala actually told him was not that Sikkim
had a cast-iron case for independence, but that if he agreed to
permanent association, India would have a cast-iron case for
annexation. The “opportunity”, on which Kaul harped so
magnanimously, was in fact a trap. For though there was no general
rule indicating the relative positions of protectorates, and associate
states, or governing either, the law accepted that a protectorate
possessed an international personality distinct from that of its
protecting power. Protected countries also enjoyed the right of self-
determination. The UN's 1970 resolution had specifically laid down
that “the territory of a colony or other non-self-governing territory
has, under the charter of the United Nations, a status separate and
distinct from the state administering it...”

But, permanent association was a vague term without precise juridicial
meaning. West Bengal could be said to be in permanent association
with the Centre. The bond could be given any meaning that the
stronger partner chose. Once the Chogyal accepted this connection,
India could claim that Gangtok had definitively exercised the right of
self-determination that the UN held so dear and had closed its options.
India could also argue that by accepting the New Delhi government
as the supreme central authority, the kingdom had merged its
international identity with India's. Sikkim would then lose its juridicial
identity and be reduced to the level of the princely states under
British paramountcy. It would also be deprived of its international
personality and be regarded by world law as being under Indian
jurisdiction. The “distinct sovereign international personality”, as
Hidayatullah called it, without which Sikkim would not have been
able to sign the treaty, would disappear. The kingdom would have
no. access to the Hague court. Contd....

Legalized Immigration To Pakistan

Prof. Ali Sukhanver

Staying without papers in any country is consid-
ered a serious crime all over the world. From US
to UK, Canada, Australia, Japan, China and Saudia,
no country allows any immigrant to stay there with-
out official documentation. Recently when Paki-
stan announced a strict action plan against all ille-
gal immigrants, a very strange and illogical wave
of resentment simply ‘haunted’ the attention of
some specific human rights organizations all over the world. It
seems that Pakistan has done something illegal and unethical
by planning against the illegal immigrants in the country. It is
something very strange that none of these human rights orga-
nizations liked to raise a voice against the recent shocking in-
crease in the number of attacks on Pakistan’s security forces,
military installations and lives and properties of innocent citi-
zens. Particularly in the month of October and November 2023,
a very mysterious type of increase has been noticed in terror-
ist activities in Pakistan which shows that ‘forcefully imposed’
war on terror has yet not come to an end in Pakistan.

This recent increase in terrorist activities in Pakistan seems
result of some specific security measures taken by the gov-
ernment of Pakistan; say experts on regional security affairs,
the decision of sending back all illegal immigrants to their re-
spective countries is also one of those measures. A large num-
ber of such illegal immigrants includes immigrants from Af-
ghanistan. Specifically speaking of the Afghan refugees, more
than three decades back, Pakistan provided a shelter to mil-
lions from the war-stricken Afghanistan simply on humanitar-
ian grounds. Providing shelter to the refugees from some war-
stricken area is neither an illegal nor an uncommon act; all
over the world it happens so many time but the case with the
Afghan refugees is somewhat different. Under the garb of the
Afghan refugees countless illegal immigrants from other coun-
tries also succeeded in seeking shelter in Pakistan. These ille-

gal immigrants included a large number of crimi-
nals and terrorists too.

The illegal immigrants are creating a lot of law and
order problems for Pakistan. Moreover they are
adding a lot to already overburdened financial struc-
ture of Pakistan. At present there are more than 4
million Afghan migrants and refugees in Pakistan;
says an official report issued by the Pakistani au-
thorities. About 1.7 million of them are staying here
undocumented. A huge addition to the total number
of Afghan immigrants already living in Pakistan was noticed in
2021 when the Taliban took over the country; this number mounts
to more than 600,000. Certainly such a large number is proving
ahuge burden on Pakistan’s already shattering economy. When
the warlike situation ended there in Afghanistan a few years
back and the Taliban took over control of the country, it was
being expected that most of the refugees would love going
back to their homeland because there were no more any for-
eign forces ruling over their country but situation proved alto-
gether otherwise; none of the Afghan refugees desired to go
back home, though now things are far better there under the
Taliban control. It is because of that peace and prosperity in
Afghanistan that today the Afghanistan Cricket Team has be-
come a challenge to many of the recognized and well-placed
cricket teams of the world.

To save the country from financial burden and to secure the
law and order situation in the country, the government of Paki-
stan chalked out a plan of sending back all Afghan citizens
back to their country but initially only the illegal immigrants
were focused. In the first week of October 2023, in a meeting
of the apex committee on the National Action Plan, it was de-
cided that no illegal Afghan immigrant would be allowed to
stay anymore in Pakistan after 30" October 2023. After that
date they would be forcibly deported to Afghanistan by the law
enforcement agencies of Pakistan. It was a very high-profiled
meeting and was attended by the army chief, federal ministers,

provincial chief ministers and heads of all civil and military se-
curity agencies. It was also decided in the meeting that initially
the main focus would be on repatriation of at least 1.7 million
illegal Afghan nationals to their homeland. Moreover it was
also clarified that the decided screening plan is not only for the
Afghan immigrants; it is for all those living in Pakistan without
proper documentation. The decisions were officially conveyed
to the media by the caretaker Interior Minister Sarfraz Bugti,
in a press-conference. In the beginning the announcement made
by the government spokesman was not taken seriously by the
illegal immigrants but when on 1% November, the government
of Pakistan started taking strict action against them, the situa-
tion began to change in flickering of an eye.

Some ‘worried for nothing’ type of pseudo human rights’ care-
takers are expressing their resentment on Pakistan’s strict
implementation on expulsion plan of illegal immigrants. Such
‘philosophers’ are ignoring the fact that in spite of repeated
warnings, only about 200000 refugees have yet voluntarily
returned to their homeland Afghanistan. This number includes
at least 5,085 Afghans who were having no legal documen-
tation for their stay in Pakistan. Same is the behavior of
most of the Afghan illegal immigrants as they are portraying
Pakistan’s screening out plan for illegal immigrants as ‘callous
and unjust’. The fact of the matter is that there is nothing
illegal, immoral or anything against international ethics in
Pakistan’s plan of screening out all illegal immigrants in-
cluding the immigrants from Afghanistan. Approaching dif-
ferent media outlets and social media forums for defaming
and slandering Pakistan in itself is something unethical and
immoral. Pakistan’s decision of sending back the illegal im-
migrants is in no way violation of basic human rights. It is
something very strange that these self-claimed human rights
‘protectors’ never raise their voices against the atrocities com-
mitted against innocent Kashmiris in [llegally Indian Occupied
valley of Kashmir. Their becoming the part of a planned con-
spiracy against Pakistan seems mysterious rather malevolent.
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