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Elder abuse can be defined as
“a single, or repeated act, or lack
of appropriate action, occurring
within any relationship where
there is an expectation of trust
which causes harm or distress to
an older person.” It is a global
social issue which affects the
health and human rights of mil-
lions of older persons around the
world, and an issue which de-
serves the attention of the inter-
national community.” — UN, 2021
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In the context of The Institutions of Monarchy in the World

By Rabi Raj Thapa, Biraj Bista, Ram Krishna Thapa and Uttam Karmacharya

Ever since several years while writing article on Nationalism and Monar-
chism, I was highly interested to know about the status of the monarchism in
the world developed and ruled in different names in different countries. In
this context we four persons of editors ( Rabi Raj Thapa , Biraj Bista, Ram
Krishna Thapa and Uttam Karmacharya) group have thought to develop a
chapter in our first resource book of Rastriya Shakti Nepal Movement chaired
by Keshar Bdr. Bista  entitled —"Cosmopolitan —Monarchism in the
World in different names and status running to date “. Since then we were
very excited to go through different medias (Google, Wikipedia and so on .
Our one of the editorMr. Rabi Raj Thapa did a wonderful job to collect all in
formation on the different types of government running in the world with
special reference to Monarchism in different names . The editorial team
members are very grateful to him for his expertise and international under-
standing entitled “The Institutions of Monarchy in the World-Monarchy is
a form of government ruled by a monarch, or a polity with this form of
government”.
History, culture and civilizations have long-lasting memory of the kings and
monarchies in the world. It is commonly believed that - longer the rules,
regulation, culture and civilization - better the system and rules. Belgium,

based on their language as head of the state. Among them, there are 13
monarchic nations in Asia, 12 in Europe, 10 in North-America; 6 in Oceania
and 3 in Africa.

Classification of Monarchies in Today’s Contemporary World
Monarchies today are categorized as — absolute monarchy, parliamentary
or constitutional monarchy, Monarch (King) of the Commonwealth Realm
of Great Britain and federal monarchy as their head of state. Among them,
there are 16 kingdoms ruled by kings and two ruled by women who bear the
equivalent title of Queen Regnant.

1. CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHIES OF THE WORLD

Constitutional monarchies are headed up by monarchs whose powers are
constrained to some extent by a constitution. In many cases, the monarch’s
role is purely ceremonial. But they often exercise a great deal of influence.

2. MIXED MONARCHIES

Monarchs still retain a great deal of political power and authority. How-
ever, they are restrained to some degree by the constitution of their respec-
tive countries, they are:

Bahrain

The monarchy dates back to 1783 when Ahmed eben Muhammad invaded
the island became its “Hukum™; a title which translates to ‘A Judge’. Then
he established a dynasty of Khalifa. In 1971, his nation declared indepen-
dence from the British Empire and upgraded his title to “Emir”. Then in
2002, Emir (King) Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa declared himself the King of
Bahrain.

Jordan

The Hasamite dynasty was ruling the Holy City of Mecca since the 10"
century. In late 1910s, Abdullah played a key role in the Great Arab revolt
that topple the Ottoman Empire and then he founded the Kingdom of
Jordan in 1921. His grandson King Hussain played a very important role as
interlocutor in Arab-Israel for many years. He died in 1989 and passed his
throne to his son Abdulla the II who is also playing a pivotal role in the
Middle East still today.

Kuwait

The monarchy of Kuwait was established in 1752 when Sabah the First was
unanimously chosen as a leader. Since then the position of Emir has alter-
nated between two main branches of Al-Sabah family — the current Emir

Denmark, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain and Sweden are  nMorocco, Nawab Al-Hammed-al-Jabir Al-Sabah took the throne since September 2020.
fully democratic states
with Christian kings as Country’s Name (_)ri'g‘n Conti 3. FEDERAL MONARCHIES
their head of the state. A . O : 5 ;i : ic i

! . ndorra; Co-ruled by Bishop and | Established in 1278 AD Micronesia .
Liechtenstein and Monaco the Rul F: ¥ P In federal monarchies, heads of state are chosen from among the leaders of
are constitutional monar- £ .u PGS - their constituent states. These are the federation of states with a single
chies in which the Prince Belgium Established, 1831 Scandinavia monarch as overall head of subsidiaries kingdom who maintain their own
retains many powers of an Europe subnational monarchies concurrently.
absolute monarch. Brunei, [ Bhutan Established in 17th century by Dragon | South Asia Among the federal monarchies, the German Empire was to old one that was
Oman and Saudi Arabia g B 8 terminated after the World War I-1919. Concurrently, there are two federal
still have absolute monar- - : L - - - — — monarchies in existence; i.e.:
chy. The United Arab | Cambaodia Established in 68 CE South-East Asia United Arab Emirates
Emirates and Qatar are | Denmark Established n Denmark by the legendary | Europe United Arab Emirates is a federation of seven emirates, with the President —
classified as mixed monar- Viking King usually the ruler of Abu Dhabi as the head of the state. Besides, each Emir-
chy, that means there are Japan Oldest Monarchy — Established in 660 | Asin ates hﬂvf: their own absolute subnational monarch.
representative bodies of £ Malaysia
some kind, but the mon- BCE )
arch retains most of their 126th Emperor Naruhito is ruling today COMMONWEALTH REALMS
powers. Similarly, 1| Antigua & Barbuda® 9 [ Lesotho
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, T = T ; o B ; FRETTY T 1 Dapis New Gs”
Malaysia and Morocco are Countries with Christianity as an officia rle igion: Argentina, America, Costa Rica, E; 5a vadar,l Denmark R ME T R
constitutional monarchies Greenland and the Faroes), England, Dominican Republic, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, Island, Liechtenstein, Malta, 5 | Belize 13| Saint Lucia*
and they have retained  Monaco, Norway, Samoa, Serbia, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vatican City, and Zambia. 6 [ Canada* 14_| Saint Vincent & the Grenada’s*
more.su]gstanual POWETS 2 Countries with Islam as a state religion: Egypt, lordan, Iraq, Kuwait, Algeria, Malaysia, Maldives, Moroceo, Libya,  o--reads’ 19 | Solomon lslands

an I buropean equiva- "

lents.
In Asia, Bhutan, Cambo-

Tunisia, United Arab Emirates, Somalia, is the official religion: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bahrain,

Brunei, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey.

dia, Japan and Thailand "y 5oy Established in 1822 Africa

have constitutional monar- - = - -

chies where the monarch has | Luxemburg Established in 1815 AD- it got its own | Europe

a limited or ceremonial role. monarch from Dutch Crown since 1912

Thailand changed from tra- | Norway Established in 879 AD, Scandinavia
ditional absolute monarchy The Netherlands (1581) Established after a | Europe

into a constitutional one in Silent Revolt against Spanish Habsbur,

1932, while Bhutan changed e g LS BN

in 2008, Cambodia had its Rule.

own monarchy after inde- | Spain Established in 1400 AD by Isabel of | Europe
pendence from the French Castile and Fernando of Aragon. Alfonzo

Colonial Empire which was the 13 forced out the country in 1931 and

deposed by the Communist 1 sstablished | b T

dictatorial rules of the Com- ater iecetablisied: mongdy I o e

munist Party of Kampuchea grandson Juan Carlos after the Civil War in

(Khmer Rouge) and turned 1975.

the nllonarchy into Demo- | Syweden Began to take shape around 1000 AD (Al | Scandinavia
cratic Kampuchea that Overview] Europe
killed one-third of its popu- 2 T = = = " =
lation within four years of Thailand Established in 1238 by Kun Indraheet South-East Asia
its rule from 1975 to 1779. (meant-Father-Ruler- the RAMA

Now itis ruled by Hun Sang | The Netherlands Established in 1381 AD Europe
mlan ﬁlgﬂflcl”ﬁcdd?gorlal Established after a Silent Revalt against

ruler. Nepal had different Spanish Habsburg Rule.

types of kings- sometime - - -
nominal, de-jury to some- [ Tonga Established in 1845 AD Africa

time assertive democratic | The United Kingdom of the | The Kingdom of Greal Britain was formed

benevolent rulers since time | Great Britain by the Acts of Union in 1707, It united the

immemorial. separate  kingdoms of England and

In Nepal, there was a great Scotland i gle- shiite This eat ated

conspiracy in 2008 o over- cotland into single state. This cat create

throw age-old historical tra- a new, unified parliamentary government

dition of Monarchy in and designated the new entity as “Great

Nepal. Actually, Nepal was Britain™. (Al)

only an “Asali
Hindustana” as coined by the Unifier and the Great King (Bada-maraja-
Dhiraj) Prithivinarayan Shah that remained as the only one Hindu Rastra
as only institutions of Hindu Symbolism among world’s total global popu-
lation after Christian' and Islam’.

There can be no other reason for overthrowing Monarchy from Nepal ex-
cept domestic and foreign conspiracy. Because, there are still many mon-
archs thriving and prospering than any other federal and other system of
governments, there was no need to throw away Hindu Monarchy from
Nepal.

As of 2025, there are around 44 or 23 percent out of the 195 sovereign
nations in the world who have monarch with different names and titles

Morocco was founded by Idris I, the great grandson of the Islamic Prophet
Muhammad in 788.

Liechtenstein

Liechtenstein is a constitutional, heredity monarchy based on democratic
and parliamentary principles. The monarchy was established in 1608 by
Holy Roman Emperor Rudolph II by crowning Carl the First as the first
ruler of Liechtenstein.

Monaco

In 1297 when Rainier the First conquered the Rock of Monaco and estab-
lished the Grimaldi dynasty. The current prince is Albert IT son of Reimier
1L

16
barbados plans to leave the Commonwealth and became a republic by Nov. 2021

A constitutional monarchy where the head of the state is Yang-di-Pertuan
Agong, who serves a five-year term chosen from the heads of the nine Ma-
laysian states.

4.THE UNITED KINGDOM AND COMMONWEALTH REALMS

The monarch with the most subjects and territory is King Charles, the
Prince of Wales of the United Kingdom with 15 nations within its Common-
wealth realms having a combined area of 18.7 million square kilometers and
151 million people.

The English absolute monarchy dates back to 925 A.D., which was curtailed
by the ‘Magna Carta’ imposed upon the king to sign that grossly limited
king’s absolute power to his barons. Subsequently, civilian authority brought
down the monarchy and deposed the King in 1649 and then the same au-
thorities reinstated king’s son to the throne in 1660. Today, the Monarch of
the United Kingdom is also de-jury monarch of the Commonwealth Realms.
At present, there are 16 Commonwealth Realms countries who still see the
British Crown as their figure head as given in the table below:

The King of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabian monarchy was established in 1902 when tribal leader,
Abdelaziza conquered that area. The title sultan has been previously used,
but now king is more common to emphasize ruler’s secular power. The
current king is Suleman who began his reign in 2015. The succession is
hereditary and elective. Princess are nominated by the King and approved
by the allegiance counsel. The current crown-prince, and heir apparent is
Muhammad bin Salem, the seventh son of the king. These are the only
national level monarchies, but there are 2000 subnational monarchies, which
reign just over part of a single nation, and there are hundreds of additional
traditional monarchies. These may or may not be recognized by the state,
but they have historic significance and often hold a great deal of influence
with their people and sometimes with the government.

(Footnotes)

! Countries with Christianity as an official religion: Argentina, America,
Costa Rica, E; Salvador, Denmark (including Greenland and the Faroes),
England, Dominican Republic, Georgia, Greece, Hungary, Island,
Liechtenstein, Malta, Monaco, Norway, Samoa, Serbia, Tonga, Tuvalu,
Vatican City, and Zambia.

2 Countries with Islam as a state religion: Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Kuwait,
Algeria, Malaysia, Maldives, Morocco, Libya, Tunisia, United Arab Emir-
ates, Somalia, is the official religion: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh,
Bahrain, Brunei, Jordan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Maldives, Syria, Tunisia, Turkey.
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