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Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Lin Jian speaks dur-
ing a press conference in Beijing,
China March 20, 2024.
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"At present, the two sides have reached a solution to the relevant issues,
which China views positively," Lin Jian told a regular press bri
the Indian side to implement the pact, Lin Added
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In the context of the fourth Bhaktapur Festival promoting culture, heritage and tourism management

By Uttam Karmacharya

1. Preface of Festival in Bhaktapur
While going through the latest souvenir of
Bhaktapur Municipality Bhaktapur festival
2024, the congratutions message of Honorable
Prem Suwal , member of the House of Representatives of Nepal, I am very
happy to know that for the first time Bhaktapur Municipality organized
Bhaktapur Festival on October 6-10 in 1997.

Secondly , Bhaktapur Municipality organized an International Conference
on Culture, Heritage and Tourism Management from 08-16 April in 2000 at
the compound of Engeenening College Dekochaa.

Thirdly , Bhaktapur Municipality organized “ A road Festival in co-organi-
zation with Bhaktapur Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BCCl)and
incooperation of other institutions on September 22 in 2011. With the
accumulation of valuable experience and information of past painstaking
efforts and education, this year Bhaktapur Municipality organized Bhaktapur
Festival 2024 from December 13- 17 to reinforce more impetus for the
promotion of cultural heritage conservation and tourism industry in
Kathmandu Valley with 32 declared attractions sites of the festival and
many co- attractions without the Municipality of Bhaktapur.
Now a days Bhaktapur Is very renown and popular to every body both in
country and abroad better than me . Even then The writer is trying to know
in very short about Bhaktapu and Bhaktapur Municipality for this article
purpose in very short .

2. Bhaktapur Bhaktapur (Nepali and Sanskrit: - Bhaktapur pronounced .
“City of Devotees"), known locally as Khwopa (Nepal Bhasa: Khvapa)
and historically called Bhadgaon, is a city in the east corner of the Kathmandu
Valley in Nepal located about 13 kilometres (8.1 mi) from the capital city,
Kathmandu. Bhaktapur is the smallest city of Nepal as well as the most
densely populated. Along with Kathmandu and Lalitpur, Bhaktapur is one of
the three main cities of the Kathmandu Valley and is a major Newar settlement
of the country. The city is also known for its Newar tradition, cuisine and
artisans. Bhaktapur suffered heavy damage in the April 2015 earthquake.
(There are three sister cities in Katmandu Valley : Bhaktapur ;
Kantipur and Lalitapur. Now in Bhaktapur District t here are only
four Municipalities without any other Village Municipal (
Gaaupalikaas) .

Compared to other Newar settlements, Bhaktapur is predominantly Hindu
and speaks a distinct dialect of Nepal Bhasa. Bhaktapur is one of the most
visited tourist destination of Nepal with the city attracting 301,012 tourists
even in 2014 tenyears back . The Nyatapola, a five roofed pagoda com-
pleted in 1702 is the most famous structure of Bhaktapur and along with the
former royal palace, it forms the tourism center of Bhaktapur. The city is also
famous for its numerous festivals and carnivals like the spring festival of Biska
jatra and the carnival of Saparu (or Gai jatra) both of which are significant
part of the local culture and contribute well to tourism. Bhaktapur is also
called the “Capital of Music and Dance" in Nepal due to presence of over
200 types of traditional dances, most of which are masked dances and
expect for a few, are a part of the annual carnival of Saparu (or Gai jatra). It
is also famous for its cuisine with the jizjii dhau, a type of yogurt made from
buffalo milk being the most popular. Bhaktapur's potters and handicraft
industries are also known nationwide. Due to its well preserved medieval
nature, UNESCO inscribed Bhaktapur as a World Heritage Site since 1979.
3.Bhaktapur Festival 2024

Bhaktapur Festival 2024 Attraction

1. Cultural Performance :
Bhakatpur Festival will expe-
rience diverse cultural perfor-
mances that celebrate the rich
heritage and vibrant traditions
of Newar community. The
Traditional Cultural perfor-
mances promises a captivat-
ing showcase of traditional
dances such as Devi dance,
Bhaila Dance, Lakhe
Dance,Maka Pyakhang, etc,
bringing together the essence
of our cultural diversity telling its own unique story through colorful cos-
tumes, intricate steps, and music. Along with these, enjoy a range of other
traditional Music such as Dha, Dhime, NauBaja,Basuri, Gunla etc from
across regions. Cultural Performance take place in Layaku, Kwathandau,
Dattatraya and Taumadhi . This is an Festival not just to watch but to
immerse yourselfin a celebration of cultural pride, heritage, and unity.

2. Nagara Badan :

Experience the thunderous and captivating beats of the traditional Nagara
Drum at this special event! The Nagara, known for its deep resonance and
historical significance, will take center stage as skilled drummers demon-
strate the power and artistry of this iconic instrument. Visitors will have the
rare opportunity to witness live performances that showcase the rhythmic
precision, energy, and cultural pride embedded in every beat of the Nagara.
Nagara Badan take place at Layaku, Bhaktapur.

3. Paubha & Photographs :

Paubha : Paubha art is a traditional form of Newari religious painting
originating from the Kathmandu Valley, Nepal. It is deeply rooted in Bud-
dhist and Hindu iconography, serving as a medium for religious devotion
and storytelling Created on canvas or cloth. Discover the ancient artistry
and spiritual depth of Paubha Art at this unique demonstration event.
Paubha, a traditional form of religious painting rooted in rich cultural heri-
tage, depicts sacred deities, spiritual themes, and mythological scenes with
intricate detail and vibrant colors. Skilled artists will guide visitors through
the creation process, revealing the painstaking techniques, symbolism, and
devotion that bring each painting to life. Join us to experience the profound
world of Paubha, where art and devotion come together. Pubha will take
place inside the 55 window palace courtyard.

Photographs: Step into the heart of Bhaktapur City with our photography
exhibition, showcasing the diverse art, culture, traditions, and everyday life
of this historic city. Each photograph captures the essence of Bhaktapur,
from its intricate ancient architecture and sacred temples to the vibrant
festivals and timeless customs that define its people. This exhibition offers
a rare visual experience, connecting viewers to the spirit of the city and its
rich cultural legacy. Join us in celebrating Bhaktapur's story, as told through
the lenses of talented photographers who bring this city's soul into focus.
Photograph exhibition will take place in Taba sattal, Layaku,
Thathubahi & kuthubahi

4. Art/Straw Art :

This unique event brings together an exquisite collection of artworks and
straw art, each piece celebrating Bhaktapur's deep-rooted heritage and dis-
tinctive lifestyle. Featuring handcrafted straw sculptures and traditional
artworks inspired by Bhaktapur's iconic landmarks, rituals, and daily life,
the exhibition showcases the city's enduring spirit through creative expres-
sion. Join us to celebrate the city's cultural identity through the hands and
hearts of its artists. Straw Art exhibition will take place in Layaku.
5. Traditional Dress Exhibition :

Explore the timeless elegance of Bhaktapur City at the Traditional Dress
Exhibition, where the cultural diversity and rich heritage of this historic
city come alive through traditional attire. This exhibition offers visitors a
unique opportunity to see an array of traditional dresses that reflect
Bhaktapur's varied customs, ceremonies, and ways of life. Each garment
tells a story, from the vibrant dresses worn during festivals and celebrations
to the everyday attire that embodies the essence of local tradition. Join us
to experience the depth of Bhaktapur's culture, as each traditional outfit
invites you into the lives and legacies of the people who wear them.

6. Food Festival :

Embark on a culinary journey through Bhaktapur City at the Food Festival
during Bhaktapur Festival, where the rich flavors and diverse cuisines of
the city's cultural and ethnic groups come together in one delicious event.
This festival offers visitors the chance to savor authentic dishes that have
been crafted and cherished by local communities for generations. From
traditional Newari feasts, Yomari, Bara, SamyaBaji Set, and flavorful lentil
dishes to unique snacks and sweets, each bite reflects the heart of
Bhaktapur's heritage and the traditions passed down through families. Join
us to taste, celebrate, and connect with the culinary traditions that make
Bhaktapur a true cultural treasure.

7. Halimali :

Discover the beauty and creativity of Halimali Art at this unique exhibition
during Bhaktapur Festival, where fried grains(Cereals) come to life as stun-
ning works of art. This event showcases intricate artworks crafted from a
variety of fried grains such as wheat, popcorn, black soybeans, and other
locally sourced seeds. Each piece represents the skill and imagination of
artisans who use natural fried grains as their medium to create beautiful
patterns, cultural motifs, and symbolic designs related to Hindu & Bud-
dhist Philosopy. Visitors are invited to view these grain masterpieces up
close and learn about the methods and significance behind this traditional
craft. Showing Object made of diverse grains, Known as Halimali Boyegu
displays our hidden talent, skill, and vigor. Join us to appreciate the ex-
traordinary artistry that emerges from simple, natural materials and reflects
the essence of our cultural roots.

8. Traditional Musical Instrument Exhibition :

Step into the musical City of Bhaktapur at the Traditional Musical Instru-
ment Exhibition, an event that brings together the city's diverse traditional
musical instruments for a fascinating showcase. Here, visitors can explore
a range of instruments, each with its own unique sound and history. This
exhibition offers a rare glimpse into the music that accompanies Bhaktapur's
festivals, rituals, and cultural celebrations. Join us to experience the time-
less melodies of Bhaktapur's heritage, where each instrument tells a story
of tradition, celebration, and the enduring rhythm of local culture.

9. Traditional thread dyeing :

Experience the ancient craft of traditional thread dyeing at Bhaktapur Fes-
tival, held at multiple locations across Bhaktapur City. This unique event
invites visitors to witness the intricate process of dyeing threads, an art
form that has been practiced by local artisans for generations. At each
exhibition site, skilled dyers will demonstrate the traditional methods of
preparing natural dyes, soaking and coloring the threads, and creating the
vibrant hues that Bhaktapur's textiles are known for. Join us to explore
Bhaktapur's vibrant textile heritage, where each thread and color embodies
the city's dedication to beauty, tradition, and cultural expression.

10. Living Goddess Kumari Ex| on :

Experience a rare and sacred tradition at the Divine Presence Event, where
the Living Goddess Kumari of Bhaktapur City will be presented to visi-
tors. The Kumari, a young girl revered as a living deity, embodies the spirit
of the goddess Taleju and is a symbol of purity and protection in Nepalese
culture. This event offers a unique opportunity to witness and honor the
Kumari, who holds a special place in Bhaktapur's spiritual and cultural heri-
tage. Join us for a profound encounter with the Living Goddess, an event
that fosters understanding and appreciation for Bhaktapur's spiritual legacy.
11. Dipankar Buddha Exhibition :

Embark on a spiritual journey through Bhaktapur City with the Five
Dipankar Buddhas Exhibition, during Bhaktapur Festival where five stat-
ues of Dipankar Buddha will be displayed at significant locations across
the city. Dipankar Buddha, holds a sacred place in local traditions and is
celebrated for his wisdom and compassion. Each site will showcase one of
the five Buddhas, allowing visitors to experience the diverse ways in which
these sacred figures are honored within Bhaktapur's unique cultural and
spiritual landscape. Join us to deepen your connection with Bhaktapur's
rich Buddhist heritage and embrace the spiritual serenity that these Bud-
dhas symbolize across the city.

12. Nawadurga Demonstration :

Witness the powerful and captivating Nawadurga of Bhaktapur at this
extraordinary event in Bhaktapur, where the traditional Nawadurga deities
come to life in a rare and sacred performance. The Nawadurga are a group of
nine protective deities, each embodying unique qualities of strength, pro-
tection, and divine energy. This event showcases the vibrant masks, intricate
costumes, and dramatic movements that define the Nawadurga tradition, as
local performers invoke the spirit of these deities through ritual dance. Join
us to honor the spiritual legacy of the Nawadurga and gain a deeper under-
standing of their role in the cultural and religious fabric of Bhaktapur.

13. Educational Exhibition :

Explore the future of education and technology at the Innovation and Learn-
ing Showcase, hosted by Khwopa College and Khwopa Engineering Col-
lege of Bhaktapur. Visitors can experience interactive demonstrations of
engineering projects, digital learning platforms, scientific models, and inno-
vative materials designed to enhance modern education. With a focus on
practical applications, sustainability, and technological progress, the show-
case provides insights into the skills and creativity cultivated at these
institutions. Join us to witness firsthand how Khwopa College and Khwopa
Engineering College are shaping the next generation of thinkers, engineers,
and problem-solvers in Bhaktapur and beyond.

14. Boating :

Dive into a day of boating services across various scenic ponds and water
cycling at NaPukhu Pond! This unique event invites visitors to experience
the natural beauty of Bhaktapur's ponds from a new perspective. Take a

s= A landmark in the history of Bhaktapur Municipality
with six different languages of Bhaktapur Brochure

relaxing boat ride on peaceful waters surrounded by lush landscapes and
historical sites, or try water cycling at NaPukhu Pond for a fun, active way
to explore. Whether you're looking to unwind on the water or enjoy an
exciting ride, this event offers a refreshing and memorable experience for all
ages. Join us for a day of leisure, exploration, and adventure on Bhaktapur's
beautiful ponds!

15. Live Demonstration of Traditional Pottery Art Production :
Immerse yourself in the timeless craft of pottery with the Hands of Local
in Bhaktapur Festival, where live demonstrations of traditional pottery art
production will be held at the historic locations of Suryamadhi and Talako.
Skilled potters will showcase the entire process, from shaping clay on the
wheel to finishing the final details, revealing techniques that have been
passed down through generations. Visitors can watch as artisans transform
raw clay into beautiful, functional works of art, each piece capturing the
essence of Bhaktapur's heritage. Join us to celebrate the living legacy of
Bhaktapur's pottery culture, a true reflection of the city's artistry and
tradition.

16. Traditional Games Demonstration & Competition
Step back in time and experience the joy of traditional games at the Tradi-
tional Games Event in Bhaktapur Festival. This lively event will feature
demonstrations and competitions of beloved local games held across vari-
ous locations in the city, allowing visitors of all ages to participate or cheer
on competitors. Engage with a rich assortment of games that have been
passed down through generations, from strategic board games and skill-
based competitions to energetic team activities played in open spaces. Each
game reflects Bhaktapur's unique cultural identity and offers a glimpse into
the everyday pastimes of the community. Join us in celebrating Bhaktapur's
heritage through play!

17. Traditional Newari Lifestyle Exhibition :

Discover the vibrant and intricate Traditional Newari Lifestyle of Bhaktapur
City at BHaktapur Festival! This immersive event, held at various cultur-
ally significant sites across Bhaktapur, offers visitors an authentic glimpse
into the daily life, customs, and craftsmanship of the Newari people. Through
live demonstrations, visitors can observe traditional cooking practices, pot-
tery-making, wood carving, weaving, and festive rituals that reflect the rich
heritage and values of Bhaktapur's Newar community. Join us to experience
the Bhaktapur's Newari culture, where past and present harmonize to tell
a timeless story of community and pride.

18. Nau Baja Exhibition :

Experience the rhythmic and powerful sounds of Traditional Nau Baja
Music at the Echoes of Bhaktapur Festival, where Bhaktapur City's rich
musical heritage takes center stage. The Nau Baja ensemble, consisting of
nine traditional musical instruments, will be played and demonstrated at
various locations throughout Bhaktapur, filling the city with melodies that
have accompanied rituals, festivals, and ceremonies for generations. Visi-
tors can learn about the history, significance, and unique sound of each
instrument while enjoying live performances by skilled local musicians.
Join us for an immersive journey of Bhaktapur Festival & tradition and feel
the powerful rhythm of Nau Baja reverberate through the city's historic
streets.

19. JuJu Dhau (Yogurt) Festival : This unique event invites visitors to
taste this iconic JuJu dhau(yogurt) and witness the traditional process of
crafting Juju Dhau, a beloved treat cherished for its rich flavor and cultural
significance. Artisans will demonstrate each step, from heating the milk and
adding the starter culture to letting the yogurt set in handcrafted clay pots,
creating the thick, velvety texture that makes Juju Dhau so unique. Join us
for a delicious journey into Bhaktapur's culinary heritage, and savor the
King of Curds in its most authentic form.

20. Dipawoli :

Celebrate the enchanting Dipawali in Bhaktapur Festival as the city's sa-
cred ponds, including Kamalpokhari, Siddhapokhari, and others, are trans-
formed into glowing reflections of light and tradition. The ponds will be
adorned with hundreds of traditional diyo lamps, their soft, flickering lights
creating a serene and magical ambiance that honors the spirit of Dipawali.
Each diyo represents warmth, hope, and the triumph of light over darkness,
illuminating the water's surface in beautiful patterns.

21. Exhibition of Buddhist Literature & Photos :

Delve into the rich heritage of Buddhist Literature and Photography at this
insightful exhibition in Bhaktapur Festival, where sacred texts and capti-
vating images reveal the depth and beauty of Buddhism's influence in the
region. This event brings together a rare collection of Buddhist manuscripts,
scriptures, and historical documents alongside striking photographs that
capture Bhaktapur's ancient stupas, monasteries, and rituals. Join us for a
journey through words and images that celebrate timeless connection to
Buddhism, inviting reflection and appreciation for its profound impact on
local culture and spirituality.

22. Co-operative Activities Exhibition :

Join us for the Cooperative Expo, a vibrant event showcasing the strength
and diversity of local cooperatives through a variety of stalls, interactive
activities, and exhibitions. This event brings together cooperatives from
different sectors, including agriculture, crafts, finance, and social services,
to demonstrate their unique contributions to community development. Visi-
tors can explore stalls featuring local products, handcrafted goods, and
innovative services, each representing the cooperative spirit and skill of
Bhaktapur's communities. Discover how these cooperatives are empower-
ing communities, creating sustainable livelihoods, and fostering solidarity.
contd...The Rest is next week

Smash And Grab

By Sunanda Datta Ray

But none of the guardsmen, and certainly not Captain Yongda, carried
kukris when in uniform, whereas the demonstrators were all so armed.
Even if the Chogyal's peaceable disposition were discounted, he
was aware that the murder or wounding of a legislator, even of Kazi,
would solve nothing for him, since other equally malleable politicians
would be induced to continue the work. He knew too that India could
extract a rich dividend from the propaganda effect of such folly. One
explanation of Poudyal's undoubted injury is that it was accidentally
inflicted in the fracas. Another is that he was a martyr, not to the
Chogyal's cruelty, but to the machinations of those who needed just
such a crime to pin on the palace and, more specifically, contd...
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