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Heartiest condolence and tribute to late Major Tap Bdr. Ranabhat (Raanaabhaata),
one of the heroes and builder of Nepal Army

By Uttam Karmacharya

1. Preface
Mr . Krishna Sharan Ranabhat
(Raanaabhaata Ywas my very favor-
ite friend. We met several times in
different places and firms. Specifi-
cally I remembered my meeting with
him with special references to writ-
ing article regarding the life profile
of his late father Major Tap Bdr.
Ranabhat, He visited my office and
other places several times. I am very
proud of his patience and devotion
undertaking for the publication of a
book based upon the life profile of
his late father through different
sources: greetings. Congratulations;
condolences, interviews and articles
plus pictures stories.
He was kind enough to provide me
some pages regarding the biography
of his late father mostly focusing on
the following areas. We are very
proud of his life time military ser-
vice and life of his late father Major
Tap Bdr. Ranabhat Ranabhat
Mr . Krishna Sharan Ranabhat has
written the detail life time Biogra-
phy of his Late father Tap Bdr.
Ranabhat covering dozen ofhis mili-
tary and social service sectors with
reference to different walks of life
in his write up detail seven pages in
Nepali . it was very remarkable and
heart touching . We everyone
should / must study of such a lead-
ing distinguished personality of
Military Life decorated with so
many decorations, appreciations and
felicitations. Let us all express our
sincere gratitude for his remarkable
contributions extended to the devel-
opment and promotion of Nepal
Army during his life time.
2. History of Nepal Military / Army
While going through the life history
of late Ranabhat, I became very in-
terested to know about the history
of military in Nepal ( Nepal Army
) . I'wish to share the history of Mili-
tary In Nepal for the kind informa-
tion with all respectable readers of
this article/ write up in short.
3. Recapitulation of Nepal Army
The Nepali Army (Népalt Séna),
also referred as the Gorkhali Army
Gorakhali Séna; see Gorkhas), is
the land service branch of the Nepali
Armed Forces. After the Gorkha
Kingdom was founded in 1559, its
army was established in 1560, and
was accordingly known as the
Gorkhali Army. The army later be-
came known as the Royal Nepali
Army (RNA) following the Unifica-
tion of Nepal, when the Gorkha
Kingdom expanded its territory to
include the whole country, by con-
quering and annexing the other states
in the region, resulting in the estab-
lishment of a single united Hindu
monarchy over all of Nepal. It was
officially renamed simply to the
Nepali Army on 28 May 2008, upon
the abolition of the 240-year-old
Nepalese monarchy, and of the 449-
year-old rule of the Shah dynasty,
shortly after the Nepalese Civil War.
The Nepali Army has participated
in various conflicts throughout its
history, going as far back as the
Nepali unification campaign
launched by Prithvi Narayan Shah
of the Gorkha Kingdom. It has en-
gaged in an extensive number of
battles within South Asia, and con-
tinues to take part in global conflicts
as part of United Nations peace-
keeping coalitions.
The Nepali Army is headquartered
in Kathmandu . Short Profile of
Nepal Military
Nepal lies along the mountains of
the central portion of the Himalayas.
This rectangular piece of South Asia
has acted as an important bridge
linking two ancient civilizations of
the Asian continent — China in the
North and India in the South. The
land slopes downwards from the al-
most impenetrable and mighty Hi-
malayan wall of the North until it
reaches the Southern fertile Tarai
plains. The narrow track of Tarai
plains was once covered by thick
tropical forest known as the Char
Kose Jhadi. This malarial curtain
kept settlements out until recently
when the forests started being
cleared and people from all direc-
tions came to settle down, making it
the fastest growing habitated area in
the country. India lies to the South
of the Tarai. The river Mechi flow-
ing from North to South is the East-
ern border and the river Mahakali

makes up the Western border of
Nepal. Nepal was once much more
extensive and included the present-
day Indian Kumaun and Gadhwal and
all the hill country West to the river
Sutlej.

Between the Himalayas and the Tarai
plains lie two mountain ranges run-
ning from West to East broken only
by streams and rivers that run from
North to South. These natural fur-
rows have acted as natural barriers
against the movement of people from
one part of the country to the other
which meant that the isolated com-
munities could enjoy their own unique
lifestyles without hindrance from oth-
ers. The Mahabharat range reaching
up to 10,000 ft in height takes up the
largest area of the country and most
of the Nepalese live on the slopes
and valleys of this range. The Chure
or Siwalik range, a single file of sand-
stone hills running from the East to
the West, not exceeding 300 to 600
feet from the base, is the outer border
of the mountainous ranges. The Tarai
lies to the South of Chure and serves as
the rice bowl of Nepal today.

The Nepal Himalayas consist of four
major massifs making the formidable
Northern wall throughout the length
of the country-Nanda Devi (25,700
feet); Dhaulagiri (26,826 feet);
Gosainthan (26,305); and
Kanchanjunga (28,156 feet). The
29,028 feet Mount Everest lies
roughly midway and gives off no main
ridges.

The climate of Nepal varies accord-
ing to the landscape. Farther North,
between the Great Himalaya and the
Tibetan marginal mountains, lie the
Bhot valleys, which resemble in al-
most every respect the Tibetan land-
scape. The Bhot valleys offer a typi-
cally tundra climate, with cool sum-
mers and very cold winters. The
Southern Tarai and inner valleys have
a hot, humid, tropical climate. The
centrally located mountain and hilly
areas offer conditions between these
two extremes. In spite of the great
variations available, the climate can
generally be described as temperate.
The mountains stop the monsoon
winds blowing from the Southeast
providing the country with plenty of
rains from June to September. How-
ever, the winds get drier as they flow
West making the Eastern parts wet-
ter than the West. Small amounts of
winter rain are also brought by winds
from the Arabian Sea. Due to the in-
fluence of topography, great varia-
tions in the amount of rainfall are
found even in rather small localities.
The rain shadow areas of the Tibetan
plateau, which contain the Northern-
most parts of Nepal, get very little
rain, some years not at all. Given the
narrowness of the rectangle, as the
breadth of Nepal does not cover more
than five degrees in latitude in any
part, the range in climate is striking.
The climatic variations offer a sanc-
tuary for a wide variety of plant and
animal species. The biodiversity is
one of the richest even though the
area of the land mass is small.

This diversity in climate, plants and
animals is matched only by the di-
versity of people and their individual
lifestyles. Within such a small geo-
graphical area many different ethnic
groups have settled on the slopes of
separate mountains and in valleys.
Throughout the ages, people from
North, South, East and West settled
in these parts bringing in their influ-
ences to create a unique culture.
Records show that some 93 different
languages are spoken in Nepal, be-
sides the Nepali language itself.
These people have lived in the diffi-
cult terrain for centuries toiling hard
for a simple lifestyle. Their hospital-
ity and honesty have been highly re-
garded throughout the world. They
have learned to use the mountains not
only for their livelihood and lifestyle
but for their security as well. The
harsh conditions and independent
mindset nurtured the strong martial
spirit of the Nepalese people, which
has been well known throughout his-
tory. Ancient scriptures reflect that
Nepalese forces had fought even dur-
ing the Mahabharat war.

The rugged landscape offers some
passes, albeit for only hardened hu-
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man beings, to
traverse. These
breaks or passes
have served as
strategic points
for contacts be-
tween the North-
ern and Southern
civilizations since
time immemorial.
There are more
than half a dozen
passes through
the Nepal
Himalayas leading
to the Tibetan pla-
teau that have
been regularly
used to this day.

Apart from the
numerous streams
which originate in
the mountainous
country before furrowing their way
to the South, three main rivers pro-
vide some basin landscapes in
Nepal. The snow fed rivers rise in
the Himalayas and provide a peren-
nial source of water for irrigation,
transportation and the like. They
are: the Western basin of the
Karnali, Central basin of the
Gandaki and the Eastern basin of
the Koshi.

Recorded history of Nepal begins
after 350 BC. Documented evi-
dences, apart from the scriptures,
are not available for periods before
that. Different kings of different dy-
nasties like Gopal, Mahishpal, Kirat
and Lichchabi had ruled over this
country during the Pauranic (an-
cient) Age. Capturing other princi-
palities and invading territories
through armed might was common
practice. Records show that the in-
stitution of the army was initiated
just after 350 AD. In those days,
the neighboring countries, including
China, Tibet and Southern states,
known as India today, had armies
of their own. Nepal had also main-
tained her military strength accord-
ing to documents of the reigns of
prominent Lichchavi kings, includ-
ing Mandev, Shiva Dev, Narendra
Dev and Anshuvarma. King
Narendra Dev’s Nepal had extended
the cooperation of 7,000 cavalry and
3,500 infantry troops in the year
647 AD at the request of China to
attack a Southern kingdom.

The armed forces used to be cen-
trally located during the ancient
times, whereas, in the middle age,
they were deployed in vital loca-
tions like fortresses in strategically
important places of the country.
The commander of the fortress was
called “Kwantha Nayak™ and they
were very powerful. The Malla dy-
nasties ruled Nepal in the middle
age. Newar Malla kings ruled over
Kathmandu valley and the sur-
rounding areas while the Karnali re-
gion was ruled by Khas Malla kings,
who had maintained powerful
armies. King Jitari Malla had at-
tacked Kathmandu valley but the
Khas Malla forces were ignobly
defeated by the Newari Malla sol-
diers. During this period, Nepal was
divided into fifty different princi-
palities which meant that military
strength remained dispersed. Sol-
diers were maintained by the kings,
princes, chiefs of army, mulmi,
kwantha nayaks and umraos. These
traditional ranks were prestigious
positions in the army. Since some
of the principalities were stronger
than the others, there were continu-
ous clashes. In Kathmandu valley,
and also in Doti, it is now known
that Indian mercenaries had also
been used. The significance of mili-
tary might derived from the Pauranic
Age was well understood and used
liberally.

The 1700s was a century of uncer-
tainty throughout the world. Ri-
valry among states was not confined
to this part of the planet. The world
military powers like Britain, France
and Portugal were busy creating
colonies in different parts. Clashes
in their interests resulted in wars in
different countries. Britain and
France were also moving towards
South and Southeast Asia. This
threatened Nepal as well.

The British East India Company had
already captured major parts of In-
dia and was moving forward towards
the Northeast and approaching
Nepal. Nepal was divided into many
principalities during this period. It
was at this time that King Prithvi
Narayan Shah, hailing from one of
the principalities called Gorkha, de-
cided to unify Nepal. He was the
architect of modern Nepal. Al-
though, Gorkha was small and eco-
nomically weak, King Prithvi
Narayan Shah astounded the world
by carrying out such a challenging
task under such difficult circum-
stances. The Unification Campaign
was initiated in 1740 AD at which
time the British had already started
colonizing the Indian provinces.
This was a turning point in the his-
tory of the Nepali army (NA). Since
unification was not possible with-
out a strong army, the management
of the armed forces had to be excep-
tional. Apart from the standard army
being organized in Gorkha, techni-
cians and experts had to be brought
in from abroad to manufacture war
materials. After the Gorkhali troops
finally captured Kathmandu (then
known as Nepal), the Gorkhali
armed forces came to be known as
the Nepali Army.

Their gallantry, sincerity and sim-
plicity impressed even the enemy,
so much so, that the British East-
India Company started recruiting
Nepalese into their forces. Since the
British had fought against the Nepali
Army, which was till that time, still
colloquially known as “Army of
Gorkha” or “Gorkhali” army, the
British took to calling their new sol-
diers “Gurkhas”. Hence, in essence,
the “Gorkha™ heritage belongs, first
and foremost, to the Nepali Army.
There is still some misunderstand-
ing that the Nepali Army is a part of
the British and Indian Armies. The
Gurkha Rifles existing in India and
Britain are part of foreign military
organizations where Nepalese are
recruited. The NA rightfully is the
proud national army of sovereign and
independent Nepal with an unbro-
ken history since the year 1744. The
fact that Nepal and the Nepalese
people have never been subjugated
by any colonial power is a signifi-
cant achievement of the Nepali
Army. King Prithvi Narayan Shah
the Great was the founder of the
Nepali Army.

The Unification Battles
Nuwakot, a strategic area in the
Northwest of Kathmandu valley, be-
longed to the kingdom of
Kathmandu. King Narabhupal Shah,
the father of Prithvi Narayan Shah
had tried to annex Nuwakot into
Gorkha. But his attempt had failed.
The first attempt by King Prithvi
Narayan also failed. So, this was re-
ally the third attempt by the Gorkha
King.

Kazi Kalu Pande, the Gorkhali com-
mander, chalked out a strategy to
mount a sudden attack against the
defenders from an unexpected direc-
tion without giving the enemy op-
portunity for counterattack. When
Kazi Kalu Pande began to climb up
from the North, it was dawn of the
26th of September 1744. The de-
fenders of Nuwakot were still sleep-
ing. The Gorkhali forces reached
Mahamandal, a tactical outpost in
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Nuwakot, and mounted a
surprise attack there.
Shankha Mani, the com-
mander of the defenders,
began to encourage his
panic-stricken soldiers to
stand up and fight against
the Gorkhalis, but to no
avail. He himself took a
sword, charged forward
and wounded a few
Gorkhali soldiers. He had
already sustained injuries.
He advanced towards Dal
Mardan Shah, brother of
Prithvi Narayan Shah, and
challenged him. Dal
Mardan Shah was just 13
years old. Dal Mardan
Shah answered the chal-
lenge and with a swift
strike on Shankha Mani’s
head, killed him on the
spot. Kalu Pande’s plans had proved
successful.

Another group of Gorkhali soldiers
led by Chautaria Mahadam Kirti
Shah, another brother of Prithvi
Narayan Shah, crossed Dharampani
but met with strong resistance. The
battle continued for a while and ulti-
mately the Gorkhali forces prevailed.
Many defenders died and the remain-
ing fled.

The third group, led by King Prithvi
Narayan Shah himself, began to ad-
vance swiftly towards Nuwakot
Gadhi (fort) after receiving news of
the capture of Mahamandal. The
death of Shankha Mani had taken the
wind out of the defenders’ sail. They
began to flee towards Belkot instead
of fighting. Kazi Kalu Pande reached
Nuwakot with a small contingent of
forces. Mahodam Kirti Shah also ar-
rived. King Prithvi Narayan Shah
entered the Nuwakot Gadhi fortress.
Nuwakot was annexed to the Gorkha
State. The first foothold in the pro-
cess of unification of Nepal had been
secured.

The Battle of Kirtipur

Over the next few years, this suc-
cess was followed by a deliberate and
practical strategy to lay general siege
on the Kathmandu Valley from all
directions. Another important step
in the initial unification campaign was
the conquering of Kirtipur, the for-
tress in the southern part of
Kathmandu valley. Gorkhali troops
had failed twice to secure Kirtipur.
King Prithvi Narayan Shah changed
his plan and encircled and blockaded
the whole fort. A six-month long siege
by the Gorkhali forces created panic
among its inhabitants. The Kirtipur
Commander, on 12th March, 1766,
opened the gates of the fort at mid-
night and surrendered to the Gorkhali
forces. Kirtipur was annexed to
Gorkha without any battle.

Similar blockade tactics also helped
secure Makawanpur, south of
Kathmandu Valley. Well known
names like Mohaddam Kirti Shah,
Surpratap Shah, Dalamardan Shah,
Rana Rudra Shah, Nandu Shah, Kaji
Bamsa Raj Pandey, Kaji Kehar Singh
Basnyat, Kaji Nahar Singh Basnyat
and Kaji Abhiman singh Basnyat
were dispatched with about 1,100
fighting troops to encircle the
Makawanpur fortress by the dawn
of 20th August 1762.

King Digbardhan Sen and his minis-
ter Kanak Singh Baniya had already
sent their families to safer grounds
before the encirclement of their for-
tress. The Gorkhalis launched an at-
tack on 21st August 1762. The battle
lasted for eight hours. King
Digbardhan and his minister Kanak
Singh escaped to Hariharpur Gadhi.
Makawanpur was thus annexed to
Nepal.

After occupying the Makawanpur
Gadhi fort, the Gorkhali forces
started planning for an attack on
Hariharpur Gadhi, a strategic fort on
a mountain ridge of the Mahabharat
range, also south of Kathmandu. It
controlled the route to the
Kathmandu valley. At the dusk of
4th October, 1762, the Gorkhalis
launched the attack. The soldiers at
Hariharpur Gadhi fought valiantly
against the Gorkha forces, but were
ultimately forced to vacate the Gadhi
after mid-night. About 500 soldiers
of Hariharpur died in the battle.

The unification process by Prithvi
Narayan Shah continued after this
death in 1775. The Kangra fort, now
part of Himachal Pradesh of India,
was kept under encirclement for
three years during the unification
battles by the Nepali Army under
the command of Bada Kazi Amar
Singh Thapa. In the years that fol-
lowed the death of King Pritvi
Narayan Shah, his younger son Re-
gent Bahadur Shah and others had
succeeded in extending Nepal to the
Sutlej river (now in India) and be-
yond in the West and Sikkim and
Bhutan to the East. The Kangra fort,
situated on top of a hill about 64
Kilometers from the Vyas river, was
considered impregnable and had a
great strategic and military impor-
tance.

Sansar Chand, the king of Kangra,
was unpopular even amongst his
countrymen. Amar Singh Thapa
camped his forces at Jwalamukhi,
from where a contingent of Nepali
forces laid seige to the Kangra fort.
Sansar Chand sent a message to Amar
singh Thapa saying he intended to
give up control of the Kangra fort
and Tara Gadh and hand them over
to him. He asked for a period of ten
days to do so. Amar Singh Thapa
withdrew his forces from the gates
of Ganesh valley. But Sansar Chand
was just buying time and secretly
approaching Ranjit Singh of Punjab
for help. Ranjit Singh along with his
1,500 Sikh soldiers reached the
Kangra fort, dodging the Nepalese.
He launched a multipronged attack
against the Nepali forces. The first
battle was fought at Ganesh valley,
the second at Gorkha Tila and the
lastat Malkan da. A fierce fight raged
in the Ganesh valley, where both
sides suffered heavy casualties. The
Sikhs made a retreat but again at-
tacked in the evening. The Nepali
forces had to give up some positions
in the battle. Ultimately, a peace
treaty was signed between the op-
posite camps. The Nepali forces had
to fall back to Sutlej river on 24th
August, 1809. The battle of Kangra
was the last of the unification
battles, except for the annexation of
Palpa which was accomplished af-
ter the death of Regent Prince
Bahadur Shah.

Then I started to write first article
on the promotion of nationalism
monarchism entitled as follows :

. Exemplary Felicitation
and Awards to the Writers of the
Book Greater Nepal edited by Se-
nior National Journalist (Patrakar)
Respectable Rajan Karki of Gorkha
Express weekly
2 Nationalism in Nepal - At
the verse of Collapse.

3. The King is dead, long
lives the King
4. Nationalism in Nepal —

Only in Isolation and small group

. Nationalism and Monar-
chism — two sides of a Golden coin
6. Need of civil society gov-
ernment for the promotion of nation-
alism and restatement of the Mon-
archy.
7. Mr. Shankar Maghaiya —
a Good Motivator for the promo-
tion of Nationalism and Nationalist
movements of Nepal, the follower
of Manjur Worlds and late Chiniya
Lall and Usha Singh Foundation led/
chaired by Dr. Yadab Pd. Dhungana
8. The Crown and the King
— inseparable elements of Nepali
Politics
9. Monarchism in Nepal and
Indian independence day in Virginia
among the people of 32 countries
10. Increasing popularity of
Monarchism in Nepal and aboard

( Professor Dr. Uttam K.
Karmacharya (Ph.D) presently
working as a

Board of Director of Dr. Iwamura
Hospital Memorial Hospital and
Iwamura College of Health Science.
Prof. Karmacharya of Tribhuvan
University was a former Resource
Person for China ( Unesco Nanjing),
Denmark, World Education , Banepa
Municipality and LRCs of Indone-
sia, Iran, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Thailand , Unesco
Bangkok).Former Secretary Gen-
eral , National Resources Center for
NFE (NRC-NFE) and Director, Cen-
ter for Education for All (CEFA)
Nepal.)
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