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Community Iftaar in Maryland Generated

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai
Chairman : World Forum for Peace & Justice

Maryland, USA.— What began as a warm and gracious
Iftaar dinner hosted by Mr. Asif Khan and Mrs. Afshan
Asifat their residence in Maryland evolved into a thought-
ful and engaging discussion on the situation in Kashmir,
bringing together prominent members of the Kashmiri
diaspora.

The Iftaar was organized to welcome back Sardar Zulfigar
Roshan Khan and Mrs. Parveen Zulfigar Khan. Sardar
Zulfiqar Khan, widely respected for his unwavering com-
mitment, has been a constant source of encouragement
for Kashmir-related advocacy efforts in Washington,
D.C., New York, and beyond for over three decades.

A particularly notable moment of the evening was the
reunion of what attendees fondly referred to as the “3
Zees” — Sardar Zulfigar Khan, Sardar Zarif Khan, and
Sardar Zubair Khan — who, after more than a year, came
together once again. Their presence added both symbolic
and substantive value to the discussions, as they ex-
changed perspectives on current developments and ex-
plored new initiatives aimed at alleviating the suffering
of the people of Kashmir.

The event was attended by well-known members of
DMV community including Sardar Aftab Roshan Khan,
Sardar Shoaib Irshad, Sardar Zeeshan Khan, Sardar Sabir
Khan, Sardar Waheed, and Mr. Tabreez Khan from
Rawalakot, whose presence proved both remarkable and
inspiring. I also had the honor of participating in this
meaningful gathering.

During the discussions, Sardar Zulfiqar Khan provided a
comprehensive briefing on his engagements in Pakistan
throughout 2025 and early 2026. He highlighted a series
of impactful programs organized in collaboration with
Sardar Zubair Khan, Professor Waris Ali, Mohammad
Nadeem Khokhar, across key cities including Islamabad,
Rawalakot, Muzaffarabad, and Palandri. These initia-
tives focused primarily on university campuses and Bar
Councils, emphasizing the importance of mobilizing
youth and legal professionals to carry forward the Kash-

Renewed Resolve on Kashmir

mir cause.

Among the institutions engaged were the Mirpur Univer-
sity of Science and Technology (MUST), the University
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (Muzaffarabad campus),
and Bar Councils in Islamabad and Palandri. Sardar
Zulfigar Khan specifically referenced a six-hour program
organized by the Kashmir Council of the National Uni-
versity of Modern Languages (NUML), describing it as
both educational and inspirational. The event featured a
cultural program, a photo exhibition, and lectures by dis-
tinguished speakers including Ambassador Sardar Masood
Khan, Sardar Yasir Ilyas, CEO of Centaurus, Rana
Mol d Qasim Noon, N il Ayub Thakur, and
Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai.

Zulfiqar emphasized that there is a strong and growing
sentiment among people in Azad Kashmir that more con-
certed efforts are needed—both domestically and inter-
nationally—to raise awareness and encourage global pow-
ers to play a constructive role in ensuring that the people
of Kashmir are granted their right to self-determination.
Mr. Tabreez Khan shared insights into the work of the
Kashmir Action Committee, describing it as a non-politi-
cal coalition that has effectively addressed grassroots chal-
lenges faced by the people of Azad Kashmir. Currently
visiting the United States, Mr. Khan is expected to travel
to several other cities in the coming weeks to further
engage with diaspora communities.

Beyond the substantive discussions, the evening was
marked by warmth and hospitality. All dishes served at
the Iftaar were lovingly prepared at home by Mrs. Afshan
Asif, with assistance from her younger sister, Inshan
Zulfigar. Guests also expressed appreciation for Sardar
‘Waqas Khan, whose gracious service ensured comfort and
ease for all attendees.

The gathering concluded on a high note, leaving partici-
pants inspired and reaffirmed in their shared commit-
ment. What began as a simple Iftaar dinner ultimately
became a meaningful platform for dialogue, unity, and
renewed resolve toward advancing the cause of peace and
justice in Kashmir.
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Beautiful Without Intelligence Is Like

a Masterpiece on a napkin
Dr. Janardan Subedi

Beauty without intelligence is a masterpiece painted on a
napkin.” The line, often attributed to Barbara Pavlin, cap-
tures a deceptively simple truth about appearance and sub-
stance. A masterpiece painted on a napkin might initially
dazzle the eye. The colors look brilliant, the form impres-
sive, and the artistry captivating. For a moment, the ob-
server pauses in admiration. But the surface on which the
painting rests is fragile and disposable. A small stain, a
careless fold, or the passing of time can easily destroy it.
What once appeared magnificent quickly reveals its imper-
manence.

The metaphor extends beyond art. In public life, appear-
ances without substance may impress temporarily, but genu-
ine value requires understanding and effort. This demon-
strates why true leadership must appeal to people’s sense
of responsibility.
The orientation of newly elected members of Parliament
from Nepal’s Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP) should have
been a serious introduction to legislative responsibility.
Instead, it exposed a deeper issue: the gap between sym-
bolic representation and real readiness. Many participants
suddenly found themselves in the national spotlight. Some
represented a new generation of politicians; others returned
from decades abroad. The event called for humility, reflec-
tion, and seriousness, but what actually happened told a
different story.
The camera moved across rows of elegantly dressed women,
smiling, conversing, and occasionally laughing. Their presence reflected an important democratic achievement: Nepal’s
constitutional commitment to proportional representation has opened parliamentary space for women who have
historically been excluded from politics. This progress is commendable. Yet the scene raised a pressing question: was
this a moment of reflection on responsibility, or a social celebration of newfound statusz Public office is not merely
symbolic; it is a moral and institutional trust.
The overall presentation, broadcast widely, felt somewhere between a Hollywood spectacle and a Bollywood melo-
drama. Cameras lingered on every gesture, and the event emphasized style over substance. Among the crowd, many
Nepali women stood out as exceptionally capable, educated, sophisticated, fluent in both local and global contexts,
deeply rooted in Nepali realities, and yet influential beyond what is typically imagined. Where were they in this
displaya Their absence highlighted a stark dissonance: the event showcased glamour rather than grounded leadership
that the nation urgently needs.
Yet, the event also revealed sharp contrasts in personal experience and ability. Two women parliamentarians had faced
deep grief; one lost her son, and the other her brother. Their bravery in taking part in national politics despite such
losses was impressive, yet the public display mostly overshadowed their dignity and resilience. Meanwhile, several
MPs who had spent over 90 percent of their lives abroad struggled even to speak Nepali fluently, making the simple
act of communicating in their native language feel as hard as climbing Mount Everest. These contrasts exposed the
fragile surface of symbolic representation: visibility alone cannot replace preparation, empathy, or cultural grounding.
And yet, when one looks closely, it becomes painfully obvious. Most of these new representatives have likely never
touched the Constitution, let alone studied the practical implications of lawmaking or governance. They are suddenly
expected to represent millions, draft legislation, and oversee policies that shape the nation. Is this realism, or are we
fooling ourselvesa Symbolic presence cannot replace expertise, ing, or practical If superfici-
ality continues, it risks undermining effective policy-making and eroding public trust in democracy.
Nepali society is often led to believe that representation has been achieved simply because internationally exposed,
English-speaking figures occupy parliamentary seats. Visibility indicates change, yes, but true representation cannot
be reduced to language, cosmopolitan exposure, or outward sophistication. Genuine representation requires under-
standing the lived experiences of the people whose voices one claims to carry.

ing the orientation video, I found myself asking a straightforward sociological question: whom do these celebratory

Global Surveyors’ Day Observed

The 9th Global Surveyors’ Day is observed in Nepal
with a formal ceremony organized by the Nepal In-
stitution of Chartered Surveyors (NICS), in asso-
ciation with the Survey Department of the Govern-
ment of Nepal. The Day is globally marked on 21
March each year, initiated by International Federa-
tion of Surveyors (FIG), Copenhagen, Denmark.
The Chief Guest of the event was Mr. Madan
Bhujel, Secretary at the Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, Cooperatives and Poverty Alleviation inau-
gurated the programme. Among the guests present
were the Founder President of NICS, Mr. Buddhi
Narayan Shrestha; Former President, Mr. Punya
Prasad Oli; Joint Secretary of the Ministry, Mr.
Ganesh Prasad Bhatta; and Director General of the
Survey De-
partment, Mr.
Prakash Joshi,
along  with
other notable
participants.
The function
was chaired by
the President
of NICS, Mr.
N iraij
Manandhar.

In his address,
the Chief
Guest and Sec-
retary, Mr.
Madan Bhujel,
appreciated the efforts made by NICS in advancing
professional development and assured continued
support for strengthening the profession. He also
extended his cc lations to all professionals on
this auspicious occasion. The Global Surveyors’ Day
may enhance the activities on their respective field.
The Director General of the Survey Department,
Mr. Prakash Joshi, highlighted the significant con-
tributions of the surveying profession to nation-
building and reflected on the transformations
achieved over time.

The Founder President and distinguished veteran
surveyor, Mr. Buddhi Narayan Shrestha, highlighted
the activities of NICS in relation to Global Survey-

ors’ Day and its engagement with the FIG. He mentioned,
Nepali Surveyors have adopted and maintained the eth-
ics, moral and code of conduct propounded by FIG. Glo-
bal Surveyors’ Day is observed to highlight the work of
the professionals of surveying, mapping, land administra-
tion and geo-spatial science. He emphasized the impor-
tance of organizing such events to strengthen the profes-
sional community. He also mentioned the candidacy of
Mr. Ganesh Prasad Bhatta, Joint Secretary at the Minis-
try of Land Management, Cooperatives and Poverty Al-
leviation, for the position of FIG World Vice-President at
the FIG Congress 2026, scheduled to be held from 24-29
May 2026 in Cape Town, South Africa, and extended his
best wishes for success.
On the occasion, NICS felicitated outstanding graduates
of 2025; the top-performing students; from the Bachelor
w of Engineering in
Geomatics Engineer-
ing programmes of
the three universities
offering this course in
Nepal. The awardees
included Mr. Indra
Paudel from
Tribhuvan Univer-
sity, Mr. Shishir
Kharel from
Kathmandu Univer-
sity, and Ms.
Shahara Shrestha
from Purvanchal
University. In addi-
tion, Dr. Bhaskar Shrestha, a PhD graduate from the Uni-
versity of Chinese Academy of Sciences, was also
honoured for his achievement in completing a doctoral
degree in a subject related to the surveying profession.
NICS has been conducting this felicitation programme since
the inception of Global Surveyors” Day celebrations in
Nepal.
Mr. Nirmal Acharya, Secretary General of NICS, de-
livered the welcome remarks. The President of NICS,
Mr. Niraj Manandhar, extended his sincere thanks to
the Chief Guest, the Survey Department family, sur-
veying and geomatics professional and all partici-
pants for their presence and valuable support in
making the Day a success.

figures really representz

The response was not immediately comforting.

They did not seem to reflect my experience or that of many Nepalis whose lives are grounded in the country’s
everyday realities. Instead, they represented a carefully crafted image of modern political representation, visually
striking but socially detached from most of the population.

As a sociology student, I face another difficult question: can these newly p d representatives provide

ful leadership, such as policy expertise, constituency service, and ethical governancea My answer is unsure. Political
skill does not develop overnight. Legislative efficiency requires understanding constitutional principles, committee
work, policy negotiation, and constituency engagement. Without proper preparation, even the most motivated
representatives might struggle to turn their intentions into action.

Nepali voters placed remarkable trust in the RSP. Disillusioned with traditional political forces, many hoped the
party represented a break from corruption, stagnation, and political theatrics. They expected transparency, reform,
and accountability. Citizens believed the party could deliver meaningful change. But does the party itself recognize
the full weight of these responsibilitiese The orientation suggested ambivalence.

The event had more of a spectacle than mentorship. Public scolding replaced structured guidance. Cameras recorded
interactions that looked more like performances than serious preparation for parliamentary duties. Such theatrics
undermine both the dignity of representatives and the seriousness of Parliament.

Irony grew even more intense when considering the venue: a luxury hotel whose owner is currently in jail. Whether
intentional or not, the symbolism was unmistakable. A party that claims to oppose corruption and elitism defined its
stance in a space fraught with controversy. Symbols matter; when rhetoric and actions don’t align, public trust
diminishes.

The challenge goes beyond individual parties; it requires a collective effort. Although progress in inclusion is encour-
aging, the audience should feel inspired to back systemic reforms that guarantee genuine preparedness and meaningful
representation.

Political parties, therefore, bear a significant responsibility. Orientation programs often fall short-they lack structured
mentorship, comprehensive policy briefings, and practical legislative training. They should aim to educate rather than
embarrass. Newly elected representatives should leave these programs with greater confidence and a clearer under-
standing of their duties, ensuring that superficial appearances do not substitute for genuine preparedness.

Citizens who support reform deserve more than just visual diversity in parliamentary halls. They deserve lawmakers
who can deeply engage with national challenges. They deserve leaders who serve with humility, insight, and resilience.
The metaphor of the masterpiece on a napkin becomes especially relevant here. Beauty can draw attention and inspire
admiration. However, without structure and durability, the work cannot stand the test of time.

In politics, symbolic representation without proper intellectual groundwork risks the same outcome. It shines briefly
but falls apart under the burden of real governance.

Nepal is at a crucial point. Voters have shown a readiness to support new political groups and fresh leaders. This
openness presents a rare chance for institutional renewal and responsible leadership.

Opportunity, however, always comes with responsibility.

Democracy cannot survive on show alone. It needs leaders who blend visibility with skill, representation with
accountability, and ambition with modesty.

Mentorship, not humiliation, should guide new representatives. Structured orientation, ongoing support, and institu-
tional grounding ensure symbolic victories lead to meaningful governance. Only then does representation truly matter.
Let us hope these representatives sincerely study Nepal, engage with its realities, and act accordingly. The nation is
watching closely. Every statement and decision carries significance. We hope they read, reflect, and understand before
speaking, because words without grounding can mislead and undermine trust. Accountability is not just symbolic; it
is the foundation of responsible governance.

A masterpiece requires a proper canvas, not a napkin. Representation demands preparation. Leadership calls for
substance. Nepal’s democracy will thrive only when those in power understand that public service is a serious
responsibility, not a celebratory display. Only then will respect turn into trust, and symbolic wins become genuine
democratic progress.

Author Subedi is a Professor of Medical Sociology at Miami University, USA
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