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The decades-old movement in Kashmir will not
simply fade away: Dr. Fai

With deep reverence for the
courageous and fearless souls
who laid down their lives so
the people of Kashmir could
live with dignity and honor,
Washington-based ‘World
Kashmir Awareness Forum' ar-
ranged digital trucks campaign
throughout the New York City
to observe the 94th Kashmir
'Martyrs' Day.
The digital trucks displaced
the messages: “Blood of mar-
tyrs will not go in vain: Free-
dom from India Kashmiris will
attain;” “Voices from martyr's
graveyard are clear and loud:
Indian occupation of Kashmir
will not be allowed;” “In oc-
cupied Kashmir women being raped and children blinded: Interna-
tional community needs to be reminded;” “Voices of freedom in oc-
cupied Kashmir being throttled: Freedom of press completely stifled;”
“Occupation of Kashmir travesty of justice: United Nations should
take the notice;” “United Nations pay the heed: India has turned
Kashmir into a killing field;” “Martyrs of Kashmir paid ultimate price:
Kashmir beseeches world to rise.”
Dr. Ghulam N. Mir, President, World Kashmir Awareness Forum said
that Kashmiris have continuously given immense sacrifices under
the post- independence India. Massacre after massacre have contin-
ued to take place under Indian occupation, ethnic cleansing and
colonization. Indian state under Modi's Hindutva has abolished even
the celebration of Martyrdom from the Kashmiri calendar since an-
nexation of Kashmir on August 5, 2019, but the people of Kashmir
have vowed to resist, no matter at what cost.

Dr. Mir added that freedom is not offered on a platter. The Martyrs
Graveyard in Srinagar will always remind us of the sanctity of those
who sacrificed their lives for truth, justice and for freedom.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, Chairman, ‘“World Forum for Peace & Justice',
reflecting on the tragic day, stated, “It was on July 13, 1931, that

foreign occupying Dogra forces cold-bloodedly shot dead 22
Kashmiris in front of Srinagar Central Jail. July 13th remains etched in
the collective memory of the Kashmiri people as the day when their
call for freedom and justice was met with bullets. Today, 'Martyrs'
Day' honors not only those 22 lives lost in 1931, but also the count-
less innocent victims who have been forcibly silenced by Indian
military and paramilitary forces since 1989. "

Dr. Fai stressed that the desire for self-determination is an important
factor India should take seriously — yet it continues to present a
fagade to the world community, pretending it does not exist. Regard-
less of how long India chooses to ignore the truth, the decades-old
movement in Kashmir will not simply fade away."

Kashmiris are asking, Dr. Fai pointed out: “Is the lesson of Kashmir
to be that a nuclear-armed state, like India with an appealing eco-
nomic market can defy international law, human rights, and moral
accountability with impunity; What message does that send about
the global commitment to non-proliferation; What does it mean for
the cause of humanity;, And what does it say about our collective will
to uphold international norms, universal values, and—above all—
the authority of United Nations Security Council resolutions;"

Dr. Imtiaz Khan, Kashmiri American scholar said that government of
India is living in fool's paradise by believing that Kashmir can be
usurped by brute force. Notwithstanding the fact their forces have
unleashed reign of terror, massacred more then 100,000 civilians,
gangraped women, blinded youth by pellet guns and buried the bod-
ies in mass graves the voices of freedom have not died down.

Dr. Khan added that the generations of Kashmiris have promised
themselves that they will leave no stone unturned unless Kashmir is
freed from Indian occupation. The important question is that what
price will be paid by the world for Indian hubris and disrespect of
international laws.

Dr. Khan warned that the region being sandwiched between three
nuclear states is a powder keg that can explode without prior warn-
ing. This was recognized by former USA president Bill Clinton and
has also been acknowledged by President Donald Trump. Minor
skirmishes between India and Pakistan can lead to nuclear conflagra-
tion that will engulf half of world population. It will be a major disser-
vice to the human race if international community leaves this pro-
tracted problem unattended and allow the continuation of blatant
Indian atrocities on the freedom loving people of Kashmir.

Raja Mukhtar, Spokesperson, JKLF North America and organizer of
the event stated that “Kashmiris are demanding to exercise their right
to self-determination as mandated by the UN and international com-
munity. They ask the world powers to stand up and speak up for the
freedom of Kashmir.

Raja Mukhtar appealed to Trump Administration to seriously engage
India, Pakistan and legitimate representatives of Kashmir, like incar-
cerated most popular leader of Jammu & Kashmir, Mohammad Yasin
Malik in a result-oriented peaceful resolution of this most serious
conflict of the world.”

Raja Mukhtar explained that while India, initially, explicitly accepted
the Security Council resolutions mandating a free and impartial plebi-
scite in Kashmir under the auspices of the United Nations, it soon
reneged on its own obligation realizing that the people of Kashmir

- would vote against
India in an unfettered
plebiscite.

Sardar Taj Khan, Se-
nior Vice Chairman,
Kashmir Mission,
USA co-organizer of
the evert said that the
only solution to all
major problems in the
region lies in the
peaceful resolution of
Kashmir. And that bi-
lateral talks between
India and Pakistan
have never taken off
and direct involve-
United Nations ment of President
Donald Trump is
needed if we are serious to achieve tangible results.

Sardar Taj added that we all should ‘hang together' rather than be-
ing hanged separately. Right of Self- Determination is ‘The Only
Solution' for our survival. Freedom of Kashmir is imperative & inevi-
table.

Sardar Sawar Khan, former Advisor to the Prime Minister of Azad
Kashmir said that it was the duty of global Kashmiri diaspora to
support the people of Kashmir who are struggling for the right to
self-determination. Our objective is to draw the attention of the world
powers to the situation in Kashmir and to exert pressure on the
government of India and to resolve dispute over Kashmir and help
stop human right violations there.

Sardar Zarif Khan, Advisor to the President of Azad Kashmir said
that the people of Kashmir have suffered long and needlessly be-
cause of this brutal conflict. The people of Kashmir deserve peace.
Peace in the region of South Asia would remain elusive until the
Kashmir dispute is resolved.

Sardar Zarif emphasized that the brutalities of Indian government
cannot and should not go unnoticed. It is the responsibility of the
Kashmiri diaspora to be the voice of voiceless people in the corri-
dors of powers all over the world.

Sardar Shoaib Irshad, General Seretary, Kashmir American Welfare

Association (KAWA) said that despite claiming to be the largest

democracy, India's policy towards Kashmir has been uniformly colo-

nial, brutal, deceitful and undemocratic. The people of Kashmir will
never rest until they achieve their ultimate objective which is the
right of self-determination.

Sardar Zubair Khan, Director, ‘Voices of Justice in Kashmir' made an
urgent plea to the world powers, including US government and Con-
gressional leaders to heed the unbearable plight of hundreds of
senior Kashmiri political leaders who are suffering from serious health
issues. Sardar Zubair Khan added that senior political leaders, like
Mohammad Yasin Malik, Shabir Ahmed Shah, Masarat Aalam, Aasia
Andrabi and internationally known human rights activist, Khurram
Parvez must be released unconditionally to create an atmosphere for
dialogue and negotiations.

Raja Liaqat Kiyani, President, Kashmir House Washington said that

the sacrifices of the people of Kashmir will undoubtedly lead the

Kashmiri freedom struggle to its logical conclusion, that is freedom

from the occupation and alien subjugation.

Dr. Fai is also the Secretary General, World Kashmir Awareness Fo-

rum. gnfai2003@yahoo.com, www.kashmirawareness.org
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CHAPTER 17 Thumb Impression

This was contrary to the letter and spirit of the thirty-eighth
amendment, but New Delhi raised no objections. Justice Hidaya-
tullah's view was that such amendments had no force in Sikkim
because “no law of one state can affect the status of an agreeing
state, a party to a treaty" Only another treaty—not the Indian
constitution—could alter the kingdom's position. Even in 1974, he
foresaw the possibility that New Delhi would sooner or later invoke
the principle of clausula rebus sic stantibus (treaties will be observed
only while things thus stand), pleading catastrophic changes that
violated the intentions of the signatories. Examining the earlier
amendment's wording, Hidayatullah had warned:

It will be noticed that the expression “treaty” is sedulously avoided.
The only intention can be that at some future occasion. it may be said
that the treaty cannot now operate because of the events that have
taken place. It will be noticed that the Chogyal was the signatory, and
he has had no share in the resolutions and requests which have
completely avoided him. If such a claim for application of the doctrine
is made, it will amount to abus de droit (abuse of rights) of the
signatory of the treaty.

Anticipating changes, India's lawyer-vice-president advised that no
enactment in New Delhi could convert the kingdom into an Indian
state. It was bound by the still extant 1974 Act. If that Act had ceased
to apply, as claimed by Khatiawara and Chavan, then Sikkim reverted
to being a protected monarchy. Nar Bahadur Khatiawara was not
aware of these legal implications. Nor did any great concern for moral
principle inspire his postures.

He was just a young man on the make who campaigned against the
durbar and rendered service to those who promised to further his
radical cause. When those promises were not kept, he decided to
mveal what he had done. and why, and to rip off the mask from all that
led to the annexation. The anguished torrent of the covering letter
with his memorandum to Morarji Desai explained his deep
disenchantment: ~ Sikkim is a small country and its people, regardless
of their origin, are gentle and peace-loving. We have, however, been
consistently branded as being anti-Indian merely because of our
aspiration to be Sikkimese, and to govern ourselves. In these efforts,
we have unquestionably looked to India for assistance and guidance,
and will continue to do so. We have reposed complete trust and
confidence in India, fully expecting that she would extend to us honest,
wholehearted and unflinching support in this regard, but all our hopes
have been belied.

We regret that under pretext of ushering in democracy to fulfil “the
wishes of the people", India's action in Sikkim seems to have been
motivated solely with the object of annexing it, and making it a part
and parcel of India. We were also some of the many Sikkimese who
had taken very active part in the 1973 up rising expecting fully that
our hopes and aspirations for democracy and people's rule in Sikkim
under the principle of “one man one vote", and our demand for a
written constitution, so far denied, would be fulfilled.

The letter further added: In this regard, it is our party's considered
belief that the people of Sikkim always treated every Indian as our
guardian who would look after the interests of the Sikkimese people
in all respects. Never at any moment did we realize, nor did we ever
doubt the sincerity of our well-wishers and the high-ups in the
government of India, including Srimati Indira Gandhi, Sardar Swaran
Singh, Shri Y.B. Chavan, foreign secretary Sri Kewal Singh, political
officer in Sikkim Sri K.S. Bajpai, Sri B.S. Das, chief executive of Sikkim,
and lastly, Sri B.B. Lal, at present the governor of Sikkim, that we
were being completely duped, and that our demand for full-fledged
democracy in Sikkim would be a far cry.

The methods used by them were the age-old methods of the
imperialistic and expansionist nations of divide and rule, propagating
false propaganda, creating an illusion that democracy was being
introduced and democratic institutions were being strengthened for
the benefit of the Sikkimese people, whereas, in reality, the trust of the
simple and innocent people was being deceived, exploited and betrayed.
The people's majesty could be as gullible as any anointed sovereign.
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