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Smash And Grab

By Sunanda Datta Ray

CHAPTER 17 Thumb Impression

S. K. Prasad of the Sikkim high court was served with a similar
peremptory order of dismissal the same day. As Harioma! later
commented:

My only regret has been that such an esteemed institution, built after
year" of labour and based on moral and ethical values, respected and
recognized under national and international charters and codes of
conduct, had been so ruthlessly crushed, humiliated and debased,
with n" regard for propriety and human values. Can any civilized society
be a mute witness to such gross encroachments and insults; Can
society accept foul means for even fail ends and allow such an all-
important edifice being pulled down in a way so immoral, illegal and
unethicaly,

Society could and would, when it served the government's political
interests to do so and more. contd...

For having made this culmination possible, B. B. Lal was made governor
of Sikkim the very day that the amending Bill received the president's
assent. The national flag was unceremoniously hauled down on 18
May; the ancient standard was henceforth to fly only in the palace and
in the Chogyal's flat in Calcutta. India House, formerly the Residency,
became Raj Bhavan, and even more the hurra kothi when Lal moved in
as governor. contd.....
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India's Stumble & Nepal's Subservience !

Prem Sagar Poudel

The basis of India's approach to
Pakistan was set by the Gandhi-
Jinnah talks in June 1944. Mahatma
Gandhi was released from prison on
May 5, 1944, as pressure mounted
on the British to leave India. After
Gandhi was released from prison,
he had a lengthy conversation with
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the leader
of the All-India Muslim League. In
this conversation, Gandhi agreed
with Jinnah's arguments.

Pakistan was born as an indepen-
dent Muslim state after Gandhi
agreed with Jinnah's argument about
why Muslims could not stay to-
gether with the Hindu majority in
India. The second installment of Rs
75 crore out of the Rs 95 crore that
independent Pakistan was supposed
to receive from India was stopped
due to the Kashmir dispute. The
then Home Minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel said that India
would not make any payments to
Pakistan until the Kashmir issue was
resolved. Gandhi even went on a
hunger strike against this decision
of the Indian government, demand-
ing that Pakistan be paid immedi-
ately. However, saying that it still
needs to take 300 crores from Paki-
stan, India has been showing details
for 79 years. One of the reasons for
Gandhi's assassination was his voice
against the Indian government's de-
cision to withhold 75 crore, which
was to be given to Pakistan.

The above incident makes it clear
that even today, the Indian govern-
ment, recent the Modi government,

wants to eliminate Muslims inter-
nally. It seems that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his party, the
Bharatiya Janata Party, have the idea
of defining India as a country of Hin-
dus. Therefore, the government does
not hesitate to blame the Muslim mi-
nority for all types of terrorist at-
tacks in India. This time too, India
launched Operation Sindoor after 26
tourists were killed in an attack in
Pahalgam, Kashmir. This attack was
different from the previous ones.
Muslim communities were at the fore-
front of the rescue efforts after the
attack in Kashmir. They had openly
opposed the attack. Unable to find a
place to blame Muslims within In-
dia, the Modi government announced
Operation Sindoor, targeting Paki-
stan, in response to this att:
In the Kashmir region, militants in
an insurgency that has been ongoing
since 1989 are seeking independence
from India or union with Pakistan. In
its manifesto for the Jammu and
Kashmir elections held in October last
year, the JKNC party announced that
it would start talks with Pakistan.
That manifesto, released on August
19, also included a program to fully
implement Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution. In addition, a US dip-
lomatic delegation led by US diplo-
mat Graham Meyer met Sajjad Gani
Lone at his residence in Srinagar.
Jammu and Kashmir People's Con-
ference leader Lone urged US diplo-
mats to lift the US ban on American
tourists in Jammu and Kashmir.

Since diplomatic relations are a mat-
ter for the central government, the
fact that the Americans met with
political party leaders in Jammu and
Kashmir also indicates Prime Minis-
ter Modi's failure to resolve prob-
lems within his own country. Since
August, Modi had been thinking of
showing the power of the central gov-
ernment in Kashmir. The Pahalgam
attack provided the environment for
showing that power. Based on the
Pahalgam attack, India launched a
military campaign called Operation
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Sindoor against Pakistan. Nepal,
however, sided with India in this at-
tack. As the chair of SAARC,
Nepalese officials completely forgot
that Pakistan is also a member of
SAARC.

One of the ideas behind Operation
Sindoor was to strengthen the cen-
tral government's presence in Kash-
mir. The central government has been
weakening in Kashmir in recent
times. By making this operation a
success, India wanted to increase the
trust of the Muslim communities in
the Kashmir region in the central gov-
ernment. Externally, another desire
was to present evidence of India's
growing power. Prime Minister
Modi launched Operation Sindoor
with the idea of becoming internally
strong and demonstrating power ex-
ternally.

Operation Sindoor, launched by In-
dia on May 7, turned into a ceasefire
on the evening of May 1 1. In a press
conference held at 6 pm on May 11,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs an-
nounced that both sides had agreed
to cease all firing and military opera-
tions on land, air, and sea from 5 pm
on Saturday and to hold talks on a
neutral ground. The US mediated a
ceasefire between India and Paki-
stan. US President Donald Trump
and Secretary of State Marco Rubio
disclosed about it from social media.
The ceasefire was first announced
by US President Trump. He wrote
in Truth Social, “After a long night
of talks mediated by the United
States, [ am pleased to announce that
India and Pakistan have agreed to a
full and immediate cease-fire. Con-
gratulations to both countries on us-
ing common sense and great intelli-
gence. Thank you for your attention
to this matter!”

India, which had announced Opera-
tion Sindoor with the intention of
defeating Pakistan, could not even
last four days on the battlefield. The
reason behind this was India's weak
defense capability. In this war, Pa-
kistan, with the help of Chinese-

made fighter jets, shot down Indian
fighter jets made in France. India has
not yet confirmed this subject.
However, India had high expecta-
tions from the French-made Rafale.
Pakistan has been seen ahead of In-
dia not only in air strikes but also in
drone strikes. The issue of the use
of the nearly three dozen Rafales
that India has is also currently in
confusion. Operation Sindoor has
indicated that India needs to make
major improvements in its defense
sector. In addition, this war also
seems to have resulted in the use of
additional force in India's declining
regional dominance.

India does not want to publicly ac-
knowledge this incident. Speaking
at a press conference to announce
the ceasefire, New Delhi's Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri said that
Indian security forces were re-
sponding appropriately. Prime
Minister Modi, in his address to the
name of nation on May 12, an-
nounced that further action would
be taken based on Pakistan's atti-
tude. It seems that Prime Minister
Modi has not been able to move
beyond the self-conceit that India
has not retreated. At the same time,
the management of the US, which
has become active again in this re-
gion due to India, seems will be the
biggest challenge for India.
Relations between Nepal and India
have been unstable since 2072 BS.
After the promulgation of a consti-
tution against India's wishes, India
has been trying its best to
micromanage of Nepal. Incidents
ranging from blockades to power
cuts seem to be used as tools of
India's management. India is trying
to expand its influence in Nepal
through the use of seemingly nega-
tive tools. However, Nepal's rulers
are trying to appease India. India
launched Operation Sindoor at 1:05
am on May 7 with airstrikes in vari-
ous locations in Pakistan. Nepalese
Prime Minister KP Oli called In-
dian Prime Minister Modi as soon
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as it became morning, saying that
Nepal would always stand with In-
diain its fight against terrorism. The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued a
statement on May 8, clarifying
Nepal's support for India. Not only
the government, but also political
party leaders openly supported In-
dia in this attack. As an exception,
only Dev Prasad Gurung, the general
secretary of the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist Center), publicly
expressed his views in favor of Paki-
stan.

India has already informed Nepal
about its stance. Bharatiya Janata
Party leaders Dr. Vijay Jolly and
Vijay Chauthaiwale, who visited
Nepal after the ceasefire with Paki-
stan, have clarified India's stance with
the Prime Minister and political
party leaders in Nepal. Therefore,
Nepal has interpreted Operation
Sindoor more as an attack against ter-
rorism than an attack against Paki-
stan.

On the other hand, during this at-
tack, India needed soldiers to fight
on the front lines. After Prime Min-
ister Modi implemented Agnipath in
2022, the recruitment of Nepali
youth in the Indian Army has been
stopped. In the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions in India, the Congress I had in-
cluded a program to remove Agnipath
in its manifesto. According to this
plan, recruitment into the army is
currently being done for four years
of service. Based on the work, after
four years, 25 percent are allowed to
join the army for retirement, while
the remaining 75 percent are given a
Tump sum of 2 million rupees to leave.
The story of military defeat in this
war is also linked to Agnipath. High-
ranking officers in the Indian Army
have already realized the lack of
Nepali youth who are not afraid to
be on the front lines during war.

It seems that there is also a debate
on the issue of Agnipath to increase
India's defense capabilities. India is
also holding informal talks with
Nepal on the issue of Agnipath. The
Indian side has also discussed this
issue with Prime Minister KP Oli. If
the Agnipath is reopened in its old
form, or if the Agnipath is suspended
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and Nepali youth are recruited into
the Indian Army, Nepal will wel-
come the program will be announced
by India. Prime Minister Oli is
speculating whether the agreement
to recruit Nepali youth into the In-
dian Army will also lead to his visit
to India. In such a situation, during
his visit to India, Oli will sign a
memorandum of understanding re-
garding the recruitment of Nepali
youth into the Indian Army.

On the other hand, it is still unclear
how much American influence will
spread to India that came through
Operation Sindoor. If American in-
fluence in India increases or India
becomes active in the Indo-Pacific
region forwarded by the US, even
the micro management work that the
US has been doing in Nepal will re-
turn to India's hands as before. In
such a situation, America will again
look at Nepal through Delhi's eyes.
This means that Nepal will return
completely to its old status under
the umbrella of India. India's failed
management of the region, including
Nepal, could also lead to India mov-
ing forward on the path of establish-
ing regional dominance through US
intervention. Nepal also seems to
readily accept this path.

At a time when India's regional
power is being interpreted as weak-
ened because the Americans are not
willing to completely abandon India
in this region, India's sought Ameri-
can intervention through mediation
should not be taken lightly. In this
situation, India will expand its mili-
tary power with American technol-
ogy. India has decided to buy Ameri-
can fighter jets F-35. Apart from this,
India has made agreements to buy
‘weapons, oil, and gas from the US.
Overall, India has completely failed
in the management of Nepal. Nepal's
rulers have not stopped following
India. With the change of govern-
ment, Nepali politics has not been
able to free itself from the mindset
of considering a visit to India as a
basis for success. Therefore, the ba-
sis for saying that Nepal will not
move forward according to India's
thinking, even if India wants it to,
has not yet been established.

In the context of Women Empowerment in Nepal Through

Rationale for Girls” and Women’s Education

Gender inequality in education is extreme. Girls are less likely to access
school, to remain in school or to achieve in education. Education helps men
and women claim their rights and realize their potential in the economic,
political and social arenas. It is also the single most powerful way to lift
people out of poverty. Education plays a particularly important role as a
foundation for girls” development towards adult life. It should be an intrin-
sic part of any strategy to address the gender-based discrimination against
women and girls that remains prevalent in many societies.

The following links will further explain the necessity of girls’/women’s
education.

1. Education is right

Everybody has the right to education, which has been recognized since the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. The right to free
and compulsory primary education without discrimination and of good
quality, has been reaffirmed in all major international human rights conven-
tions. Many of these same instruments encourage, but do not guarantee,
post primary education. These rights have been further elaborated to ad-
dress issues like quality and equity, moving forward the issue of what the
right to Education means, and exploring how it can be achieved. As a mini-
mum: states must ensure that basic education is available, accessible, ac-
ceptable and adaptable for all.(4A Scheme) the right of girls to education is
one of the most critical of all rights-because education plays an important
role in enabling girls and women to secure other rights.

2. Cultural changes

Cultural and traditional values stand between girls and their prospects for
education. The achievement of girls’ right to education can address some of
societies” deeply rooted inequalities, which condemn millions of girls to a
life without quality education-and therefore, also all too often to life of
missed opportunities improving educational opportunities for girls and
women helps them to develop skills that allow them to make decisions and
influence community change in key areas. One reason for denying girls and
women their right to an education is rarely articulated by those in charge:
that is their fear of the power that girls will have through education. There
is still some resistance to the idea that girls and women can be trusted with
education. Education is also seen in some societies as a fear of change and
now with globalization, the fear becomes even grater-fear to lose the cul-
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tural identity, fear of moving towards the unknown or the unwanted, and
fear of dissolving in the many others.
3. Better health
Basic education proves girls and women with an understanding of basic
health nutrition and family planning, giving those choices and the power to
decide over their own lives and bodies. Women’s education leads directly to
better reproductive health, improved family health, economic growth, for
the family and for society, as well as lower rates of child mortality and
malnutrition. It is also key the fight against the spread of HIV & AIDS.
4. Poverty reduction
Educating girls and women is an important step in overcoming poverty.
Inequality and poverty are not inevitable. “The focus on poverty reduction
enables the right to education to be a powerful tool in making a change in the
lives of girls and women. Poverty has been universally affirmed as a key
obstacle to the enjoyment of human rights, including the right to education
,which disproportionately affect girl and women various grounds of dis-
crimination combine trapping girls in vicious downward circle of denied
rights. Denial of the right to education leads to exclusion from the labor
market and marginalization into the informal sector or unpaid work.

. Emerging status of female education
Since fifty percent of the Nepalese population constitutes women, any
endeavor without the participation of women will be an incomplete affair.
So, until the active participation of half of the population is obtained,nothing
substantial can be gained. Owing to illiteracy and traditional social conven-
tions and customs, a majority of women population have yet to enter into
the main stream of development process in big way. Since 1970 which is
also called the era of Women’s Education, the government has been giving
special attention to this significant segment of the population. The promo-
tion of female education has become the top priority in every governmental
and non-governmental cell and sector of education. The opportunities for
education through different possible alternative and innovative approach and
media, and assistances in family care are some of the fields where women have
been given special attention in consonance with the plans and policies of the
Seventh plan.1985-90. For the purpose of blancing the participation of
women in the national development work, it is our foremost duty to enlist
women in all the activities relating to national development.
The participation of the maximum number of women in our development
efforts certainly helps to speed up the pace and to lead to a more equitable
distribution of the benefits which can contribute to making lives of the

Equal Access of Girls and Women to Education

Resources person for Equal Access of girls and Women to Education LRC/ACCU Tokyo Japan

people better and more fulfilling as envisaged in our “Basic Need Pro-
grams”.
Thus, for rising the status of women it is essential to frame out objective-
oriented strategies and programs based on past experience and on new de-
velopments. But the main thrust should be on providing a sound frame-
work. The need is there for chalking out a program and plan of action which
is more suited for women of Nepal in our cultural and economic context.
6. Objective of education for girls and women
A) National level
1. Universalizing of primary education by the year 2015
2. Contribution to the national development process by all men and women.
3. Increment of girls and women’s participation in education generally.
4. Raising the social status of girls and women.
5. Raising the literacy rate of women.
B) Local community level
1. Strong participation of women in all community development activities
especially literacy programs.
2. Change of altitudes and beliefs towards female education.
3. Consciousness of the benefits of female education.
4. Increment of girls’ enrolment at school level.
5. Betterment of the overall family living conditions.
¢) Individual level
Development of positive self image and self concept.
7. Strategies to improve the status of female education
A) Formal education system Access
1. Provision of free education up for all children, especially for girls of
remote areas up to secondary level.
2. Increment of the number of primary schools.
3. Competition between schools regarding girls’ enrolment.
B) Infrastructure

Upgrading of the primary school teachers in quantitative and quali-
tative terns.
. Priority to female primary teachers in employment.
. Provision of hostel facilities for girls.
Relevance
1. Start revising the existing School curriculum.2. Integration of the school
activities and community development.
B) Literacy cont. page
1. Implementation of functional literacy programs especially for women.
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In the context of Women .

2. Organization of morning classes for out of school girls (Cheli-beti) or
children (Shikshya Sadan) which combine literacy and health activities.
C) Non-formal skill development

1. Provision of skill training courses for rural women.

D) Advocacy

1. Awareness rising towards the national and individual need of
female education by use of printed, audio and audio visual as advocacy

materials.

2. Creation of field for informal learning by encouragement of the
female primary teachers to work actively as a change agent in their villages.
Some major efforts of governmental and nongovernmental pro-

grams and activities:

the Ministry of Education Women’s Education Project in collaboration
with the national population commission awards cash prizes of Rs.
6000/- (first prize) and Rs. 4000/- (second prize) to the schools in four
zones that enroll the highest number of female students in every two
years on a rotation basis, effective from 1982/83

6. School Scholarship programme: A school scholarship

prc has been i

1 d with thea

istance of National Popu-

lation Commission for the indigent people for the remote and educa-

tionally backward districts.

7. Child care centre: In has been found that having younger sib-
lings at home are one of the obstacles for schools age girls to attend
school. In certain rural areas, there is a particular project launched by
UNICEF where there are child care centers also.

8. Adult Education Programme: Illiteracy has been a major bottle-
neck in educating children. Rural people are less literate than the urban

Since the adoption of 1975 as the international women’s year, numerous
activities have been introduced towards promoting girls” and Women’s Edu-
cation. The following major programs can be stated in this category in a
nutshell.

1. Free textbooks for girls: To encourage parents to send their girls
to school for longer duration the government of Nepal has provided free
textbooks to female students of the districts.

2. Ratna Vidya Medal : Female students who have secured the
highest positions in the school leaving certificate examination are decorated
with this medal which carries a scholarship also.

3. Aishworya Vidya Media: Queen Aishworya has instituted
Aishworya Vidya Media which is awarded to the female students who
secured the highest position in the certificate examination of all faculties.
4. Preferences for Women in Primary School Teaching: The Govern-
ment has adopted a policy of giving preference to girls and women in the
appointment of teachers in primary schools.

5. School Award Program: Since 1976/77 the Ministry of Education
and Culture has been awarded annual cash prizes to schools that enroll the
largest number of female students in 18 remote districts. In addition to it,

people. So the Adult Education Section, Women’s Education Porject,
Education for Rural Development Projects, etc of the MOE and other
governmental agencies and non-governmental agencies like Nepal
‘Women’s Organization, Agricultural Development Bank etc. are imple-
menting literacy programmes in order to eradicate illiteracy from the
country.

9. Education Prc for Rural D (Seti Project):
The Seti Project has implemented various innovative programmes in
Seti Zone Chelibety programme (out — of school girls programme) is
one of the programmes. This programme has facilitated increasing the
participation of girls in education that is out of school.

In conclusion we must give priority to five steps to improving equal
access of girls and women education. They are:

1.Provide a strong foundation through early childhood development.
2. Manage strong focus on basic education.

3. Educate with job relevant skills to lunch own business.

4. Create conducive environment that encourages in knowledge and
creativity.
5

Promote flexible, efficient and secure labor market.
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