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Rape in India is being used as a tool of violence

-Arundhati, Dr. Farooq Abdullah and Mehbooba Mufti speak-

“Wise men speak b they have hi
because they have to say something.”

to say; fools

-Plato.

Kathmandu: Suzanna
Arundhati Roy is an Indian
author best known for her novel
‘The God of Small Things’,
which won the Booker Prize for
Fiction in 1997.

India’s veteran novelist is
also known for her love and af-
fection for those minority Indi-
ans who have since the advent
of Indian Prime Minister Modi,
feeling ignored and visibly
treated as second class citizens
in their own country.

Arundhati at regular inter-
vals comes out with her biting
and piercing comments against
the Indian regime that pos-
sesses, so far as we understand, intense hatred against the
marginalized Indian Muslims whose numerical strength in India
Jfar exceeds than the strength what the real Islamic States like even
Pakistan.

Arundhati speaks against the predicaments of the Indian Dalits
and more so of the ignored and at times the “Muslims who are
treated with cruelty residing in Indian Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir and those who openly admit that they were living in an open
air jail.

Talking on the current scrape of the caged Kashmiri popula-
tion more so after the scrapping of the special status of Kashmir on
August 05, 2019, the veteran Kashmiri leader, Dr. Farooq Abdullah,
once said while talking to Karan Thapar of the WIRE that, in his
own words, “that at this moment the Kashmiri people do not feel
and do not want to be Indian. He even went so far as to say that they
would rather be ruled by the Chinese, a point he reiterated when
he was asked if he really meant this”.

Dr. Farooq Abdullah was surely in pains and so he was forced
to speak the almost “absurd”.

To recall, Dr. Farooq Abdullah heads the National Conference
party and is being accused as the most bulging ‘pro-India’ face in
Jammu and Kashmir for the past four decades.

However, this is not of our concern.

He is close to Delhi since Jawahar Lal Nehru's time, it is widely
believed.

During the course of his interview with Karan Thapar, he said
that “the Kashmiris as ‘slaves’ who were being treated like second
class citizens”.

Thapar had conducted this interview with Dr. Abdullah on Sep-
tember 23, 2020. The interview still is making rounds after rounds
in the YouTube.

Karan Thapa is a veteran Indian TV journalist.

Question thus now is a political personality of Dr. Abdullah’s
stature bluntly how could say that they would prefer the Chinese
rule instead of India’s?

What should then be inferred?

Thanks China has not yet made any comments on Dr. Abdullah’s
rounded proclamation.

Is it that the Kashmiris in effect wish to be ruled by the Chinese
as revealed by Dr. Abdulla-the senior most Kashmiri leader?

Very interestingly, Dr. Abdullah’s Kashmir and some other five
North-East Indian provinces like Manipur, Assam, Tripura,
Nagaland and Mizoram are located very close to the Chinese bor-
der. This must have some meaning underneath.

And needless to say, the Indian Chicken Neck too is not that far
from China’s border.

This surely adds to India’s security concerns. Moreover, Manipur
is burning since long.

The political health, as stated earlier, in these five North-East
Indian state of late is not good which conversely or say by implica-
tion becomes advantageous to rival adjoining China automati-
cally.

If China wished to upset India or complicate the Indian current
troubles, it can do so it easily.

Voices from some fanatics claim that the required fuel for vio-
lence is being provided by neighboring China and Pakistan.

However, no such news have appeared yet in the international
media which accuses China or Pakistan.

Such accusations emanating from India are not new as and
when India enters into a fresh internal trouble of its own making.

In addition, such whimsical charges become a regular marvel
as and when Indian elections are at hand. This trick has so far
worked for the sitting government in India to win elections.

The Manipuri flames, as mentioned above, have already ap-
proached Haryana- close to New Delhi.

Back on Dr. Abdullah and Mrs. Mufti:

This very much explains the anger and torment of the senior
Kashmiri leader as to what India means to the people and the
denizens of Kashmir under Indian occupation?

So frustrated and enraged is yet another Indian Kashmiri leader
Mehbooba Mufti.

Mrs. Mehbooba Mufti in her fresh comment made against the
Center on August 02, 2023, said that “India has slipped past being
about Hindutva and become a Nathuram Godse-oriented nation.

Certainly her remarks were high-pitched.

“I don't know where we are going. 1 feel this is not even Hindutva,
what is playing out, this is Godse's India and it frightens me. The
BJP is allowing these elements free play, people who are spreading
poison. And they will not have
control,” Mufti told The Indian
Telegraph Online.

However, for exposing PM
Modi's continued atrocities in
Kashmir, both Dr. Abdullah
and Mehbooba Mufti are
taken by the Indian regime as
more Pakistanis’ than Indian.

Now back to Arundhati
Roy:

While  receiving  the
Navmalayali Cultural Prize
awarded by the Magazine it-
self, Arundhati said, the News
Minute dated August 09,
2023, that Manipur incident
(violence) was not an isolated
incident and that its repercus-
sions were evident in other re-
gions like Haryana and else-
where”.

Arundhati made these ob-
servations at the Kerala Sahitya Academy hall in Thrissur.

Addressing the alarming rise in cases of sexual violence, Roy
expressed her distress over the normalization of rape and the ap-
palling support some women were providing to such heinous acts”.

Elaborating further the Indian scenario, Arundhati says, “Rape
has been used as a tool of violence and that we are in a situation
today where women are telling men to rape women of other faiths
and beliefs.

“This means we have gone psychotic and that the police are
handing over women to a mob to be raped”.

Perhaps she was referring to the sorry tale of two women of
Manipur wherein they were paraded naked and later left to be
raped by the irate mob.

The West apy ly made no s s when the two women
were paraded naked in Manipur thus allowing PM Modi abundant
political space to pounce upon those who do not belong to his
adhered faith.

Speaking more candidly, Arundhati said, “Manipur is witness-
ing a kind of ethnic cleansing and the Center is complicit...the
state is partisan and the security forces are split”.

Summing up the ongoing chaotic violence in the North-East
region of India, Arundhati says, “the vulnerability faced by the
minorities, particularly the Muslims and the growing sense of inse-
curity due to the atmosphere of “intolerance”.

Arundhati Roy in a simple manner expresses and has explained
the true picture of her India as she has seen it over these recent days
and weeks.

Back to Haryana violence:

A fresh report prepared by Kaushik Raj for the Qatar based ‘Al
Jazeera’ dated August 12, 2023, referring to the August 02, 2023,
demonstrations held at HANSI city of Hisar district, one speaker
from Hindu far-right group Bajrang Dal —can be heard serving an
ultimatum to local businesses to fire any Muslim employees work-
ing for them or face a boycott.”

Speaking on Haryana Violence, the West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamta Banerjee has said that “Every state, including those gov-
erned by BJP, is being incited with communal violence. This is be-
ing done with the elections in mind.... But the people do not really
love these things. The common people, at the end of the day, want
roti-kapda-makaan (food, clothing and shelter),” reports the Tele-
graph Online (India) dated August 03, 2023.

She accused the BJP of contributing to the disintegration and
destruction of the nation, promising change under the 26-party
INDIA coalition, of which Trinamul is a constituent, adds the Tele-
graph Online, India.

Thanks that so far no one in India has said that China and
Pakistan were involved in inciting violence in Haryana.

Pakistani national Seema Hyder was, thankfully, not indicted
of causing the Manipur and Haryana violence. However, Seema
has overnight become Indian heroine for some understandable po-
litical reasons.

Or else India has the habit of hurling accusations on Pakistan
inevitably.

Had Haryana been at the India-China border, India would
surely have accused China for inciting violence in India.

However, the fact is that, say seasoned political
in South Asia that India shall be the main architect of its own
callous disintegration/fracture/split if and when it happens!

The associated fact is also that if and when India disintegrates,
it will do so with a great big-bang whose tremors shall hit the entire
South Asian nations that border the vast Indian landma.

For Nepal, the constant fear is that if the minority Muslims or for
that matter the ethno-conflict victims those who are pushed to the
wall, they will certainly opt for using the open international bor-
ders and sneak into Nepal and bribing some “Brahmin” Chief Dis-
trict Officers will receive a Nepali citizenship certificates.

This process has been going since 1990 when a political move-
ment sponsored and fully funded by India cut the wings of sitting
King Birendra.

Reports are already there that Manipur victims have entered
into Nepal through the open Eastern border of Nepal that adjoins
India’s most sensitive Chicken neck corridor, so reported the People's
Review weekly some two weeks ago.

That’s all. @telegraphnepal
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Smash And Grab

By Sunanda Datta Ray

Contd.... CHAPTER 7

But four months later Subimal Dutt, the foreign secretary, advised the
Chogyal not to press the demand, hinting that accommodation would be
suitably rewarded. A consolation prize was offered in December when the
Chogyat was promised an important position on the advisory committee
for AIR'S Darjeeling station. It was about to launch into broadcasts for the
Khampas in Tibet, and the Chogyal's inclusion would have lent credibility
to propaganda. But when the Chogyal called on Nehru the very next day (9
December), the prime minister again assured him that a small transmitter for
internal radio programmes had already been sanctioned. Nehru also claimed
to have issued the necessary departmental instructions.

The bureaucracy then countered by provoking a controversy over the name.
The durbar wanted Radio Sikkim, the external affairs ministry insisted on
All India Radio, Gangtok. Deeming half a loaf better than nothing, the
Chogyal reluctantly agreed, but officials at once pointed out that since all
available frequencies were booked, it would be impossible to find a free slot
for the kingdom. First they suggested that Sikkim should be content with
allotted time on the Indian intelligence network transmitter which would
beam short Sikkimeser programmes every day; then they proposed the
alternative of a daily half-hour feature from AIR'S Kurseong station.
When neither alternative was accepted, an expert team was sent to Gangtok.
It reported that the only building suitable for studios, laboratories, recording
rooms, and offices was the White Hall just below the Ridge, then in use as
a club. The durbar offered to build a house to specifications, but the team
was not agreeable. It had to be the White Hall or nothing. When the Chogyal
agreed even to this, J.C. Mathur, AIR'S director-general raised an even more
insuperable objection. Aware that the White Hall had barely any grounds, he
demanded at least 70 acres for a 50-killowatt station

and its transmission aerials. The durbar suggested nearly a thousand acres of
vacant land around Namphong hill, but Mathur said the shadows there
would interfere with sound-waves.

One obstacle after another was raised. New Delhi also became increasingly
dilatory, in its correspondence, not replying to Gangtok's letters until several
months had elapsed and then only after repeated reminders. Eventually,
communications were altogether ignored and the matter petered out. The
file was presumably closed and put away in some dusty cupboard in South
Block. Nehru's consent was never withdrawn, but calculated procrastination
won the day. “You know what the prime minister was like,” an Indian
diplomat confessed to me many years later. “He made these extravagant
promises and left us to wriggle out of them.”

India's bureaucracy could not similarly prevent the construction of Sikkim
House, the most exquisite example of the new building style, in New Delhi's
Chanakyapuri diplomatic enclave. But the external affairs ministry flatly
refused to sanction the appointment of a Sikkiraese representative. Even
Indian state governments had their own men in the capital, but the durbar
was told that it could not communicate with the Indian government except
through the PO in Gangtok.

There had been other setbacks. Faced with criticism in the Indian press
which accused Gangtok of insufficiently applauding India's military efforts
to contain China, the durbar had issued a terse statement on 16 February
1961 explaining that it was perfectly satisfied with defence arrangements
and did not wish to alter Sikkim's protected status under the 1950 treaty.
But in the course of talks held in New Delhi in September 1962 the Chogyal
suggested that India sponsor his country's admission to the Colombo Plan.
The study forum later endorsed the plea. So did the council. The request
was extended to include membership of the Universal Postal Union, World
Health Organization, International Labour Organization, and a number of
other UN agencies.

Though friends like Kaul encouraged these hopes, the external affairs ministry
retorted that a protected kingdom could not join international organizations.
But the Chogyal had done his homework. Marriage and increased travel had
widened his outlook. Leading jurists abroad were ready to advise him. He
had profited from the enterprise of his Bhutanese cousins. New Delhi
discovered that it was no longer dealing with a backwoods potentate, but
with a lively prince who had become conversant with international law and
usage. Irritated by this surprise, Kaul and others, who feared the erosion of
their own influence in Gangtok, blamed the Gyalmo and warned her husband
that his foreign friends were only trying, to destabilize India and create a
beachhead for Chinese expansion. But the Chogyal's conduct could not be
faulted: when Chester Bowies, Washington's ambassador in New Delhi,
offered economic help, the ruler at once advised him to route it through
India.

He also reminded the external affairs ministry that dependencies such as
Borneo and Sarawak had already been admitted by the Colombo Plan. San
Marino and the Vatican were both members of the UPU. San Marino and
Liechtenstein were parties to the statute of the International Court of Justice
under Article 93(2) of its charter. Monaco was in the UNESCO and WHO.
Kuwait and Mauritania had belonged to several UN agencies before they
joined the UN. Though North Vietnam was denied UN membership, it had
been welcomed into ILO, WHO, and UNESCO. His case was that these
technical and cultural organizations did not insist on full sovereignty. Bhutan
provided toe obvious precedent: India had led it into the Colombo Plan in
1962 and ‘into the UPU seven years later.

Some of Gangtok's courtiers unrealistically affected a mild contempt for the
more successful Druk kingdom. “They were still roiling up their land records
and storing them in the rafters when we had a proper system of registration,”
exclaimed Jigdal Densapo. Bhutan had no economic plans until Athing-la
went there in 1961 as secretary-general of development. Bhutan was the
bigger and more populous country but it was not unified under a single
government until the end of 1907 when Sir Ugyen Wangchuck, the Tongsa
Penlop, was installed as the first hereditary king. The Namgyals had reigned
for six centuries,, their ancestors had ruler! in Tibet and India since the
beginning of time; and Sikkim boasted of elected councils and an organized
administration when bloodthirsty chieftains held Bhutan from their towering
dzongs. Rani Chuni's wedding in 1918 had been opposed by most of the
kazts who fell that Thutob Namgyal's daughter should aim higher than a
Bhutanese who was not of equally grand lineage. But disapproval turned to
chagrin when they discovered that though only recently ennobled by the
British, the Dorjis were a rich and splendid clan with vast estates in Ha and
a magnificent property in Kalimpong. Sonam Tobgye Dorji's father was in
effect the prime minister of Bhutan, he was as trusted by his royal master as
by the British viceroy, and exercised a decisive influence in shaping Indian
policy along the border. Contd...
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