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New York, New York
August 13,2026

The United Nations made a promise to the people of Kashmir.
Seventy-eight years later, that promise remains conspicuously un-
fulfilled. Sometimes the most powerful question is the simplest one:
How long can an international promise be ignored before the world
stops calling it a promise; For Kashmiris, the answer is now mea-
sured in generations.

Dr. Ghulam N. Mir, President, World Kashmir Awareness Forum
(WKAF) and Executive Producer, Saffron Kingdom, a Kashmiri film,
said “On the 78th anniversary of the United Nations Commission for
India and Pakistan’s August 13, 1948 resolution, the Washington-
based WKAF took that question directly to the streets of New York
City. The organization rented highly visible digital advertising trucks
and sent them through strategic locations around the city, including
areas surrounding the United Nations Headquarters. The message
was impossible to miss.”

Dr. Mir explained that “Bright digital screens carried calls for the
United Nations to revisit its longstanding commitments concerning
Kashmir and the right of its people to determine their political future.
The digital trucks usually reach an estimated 40,000 to 50,000 people
each day—including diplomats, international visitors, tourists, ob-
servers, and ordinary Americans. That was precisely the point.”

Dr. Imtiaz Khan, Kashmiri American scholar said that “In an age
when attention is increasingly scarce, advocacy must go where people
are. And there is perhaps no more appropriate place to raise the
Kashmir question than New York, home of the institution whose
own resolutions remain at the center of the dispute.”

Dr. Khan added that “The August 13, 1948, UNCIP resolution
stated that “the future status of the state of Jammu and Kashmir
shall be determined in accordance with the will of the people.” That
was not a slogan invented by Kashmiri activists. It was language
contained in a United Nations-backed resolution. Yet nearly eight
decades later, Kashmiris continue to ask why the principle of self-
determination that the international community once recognized has
become so difficult to discuss.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai, Chairman, World Forum for Peace & Justice
said that “WKAF’s digital campaign put that question bluntly be-
fore the international community. Its messages included: “India took
away Article 370: But not our dreams, not our identity”; “Demand for
statehood is a deception: Kashmiris demand right of self-determina-
tion”; “Kashmir Election Just a Deception: Plebiscite the Only Solu-
tion”; “Kashmiris Reject Indian Occupation: UN Resolution only
Solution”; “No Election, No Selection: UN Resolution the Only So-
lution”; and “Decades elapsed, sufferings not diminished: UN reso-
lutions for Kashmir remain unfulfilled.”

Fai added that “These are deliberately provocative messages.
But provocation is sometimes necessary when an issue has been
allowed to disappear from the world's attention.”

Dr. Fai urged the United Nations, democratic governments, and
the international community to intensify diplomatic efforts toward a
peaceful and durable settlement of the dispute and to ensure that the
rights, dignity, and political aspirations of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir remain central to any future resolution.

Sardar Taj Khan, Senior Vice Chairman, Kashmir Mission, USA
and main organizer of the event said that “the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people, and the hopes of those around the world who
support a peaceful resolution of the dispute, remain unfulfilled to
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Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai

World Forum for Peace & Justice

Chairman

this day. Peace continues to elude the region. Despite the massive
military presence, he said, unarmed Kashmiris in the region and across
the globe remain resilient, defiant, and hopeful about their future.
“The United Nations may be weak, but the Kashmiri people remain
resilient and hopeful,” he said.

Raja Mukhtar, National spokesperson, JKLF, USA and co-orga-
nizer of the event said that “Kashmir cannot simply be characterized
as an “internal matter” for India because the dispute has been ad-
dressed by the United Nations Security Council since 1948. He said
the Security Council resolutions of that period contemplated a pro-
cess leading to a plebiscite concerning the future of Jammu and Kash-
mir. He further argued that sentiments of Aazadi remain strong and
continue to grow. He cited Mohammad Yasin Malik as an example of
a Kashmiri leader who, despite prolonged incarceration and difficult
conditions, has remained committed to his political cause.

Sardar Zarif Khan, President, Kashmir American Welfare
Associaiton (KAWA) said that “while Kashmir continues to suffer,
the world’s democracies have largely limited themselves to expres-
sions of concern. He criticized what he described as the international
community’s failure to translate concern into sustained diplomatic
action. In his view, the limited public response to developments in
Kashmir has allowed India greater latitude to pursue policies that, he
argued, could fundamentally alter the region’s demographic and po-
litical character. Without meaningful diplomatic and economic pres-
sure, he warned, Kashmir’s distinct identity could be seriously dimin-
ished within a generation.

Sardar Shoaib Irshad, Joint Secretary of the KAWA called upon
the Government of India to respect international law and cooperate
with efforts toward a peaceful settlement of the dispute. He argued

that a negotiated resolution could also reduce the enormous eco-
nomic and human costs associated with the continuing military pres-
ence in Kashmir. He further expressed concern that current policies
could alter the demographic character of the region.

Advocate Sardar Imtiaz Khan Garalvi said that the Kashmir dis-
pute can ultimately be resolved only through a peaceful political
process that takes into account the aspirations of the Kashmiri people.
He rejected the use of military power as a substitute for a political
settlement and warned against a “might-makes-right” approach to
international relations. The lives, dignity, and hopes of Kashmiris,
he said, should not be sacrificed to geopolitical calculations.

Sardar Aftab Roshan Khan said that the global Kashmiri diaspora
leadership has unanimously resolved to continue efforts to protect
the unique and historic identity of Jammu and Kashmir against what
it considers growing challenges. He appealed to people of conscience
and the international community to raise their voices regarding what
he described as the severe human rights abuses suffered by the
people of Jammu and Kashmir.

Finally, Dr. Fai emphasized that the Security Council’s historical
resolutions on Jammu and Kashmir remain an important part of the
international record concerning the dispute. He called upon India
and Pakistan to address their longstanding differences along with
genuine Kashmiri leadership through peaceful means and urged re-
newed international efforts toward a settlement consistent with the
relevant United Nations framework and the aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Dr. Ghulam Nabi Fai can be reached at:
WhatsApp: 1-202-607-6435 gnfai2003@yahoo.com

By Shant Shrestha People’s Review columnist and veteran aca-
demician Narayan Prasad Mishra has recently published a new book,
epal: Between Beauty and Struggle. The book has been brought to
he market by Adroit Publishers, a prominent publishing house based
in India. The book is a curated collection of 76 deeply personal and
eflective essays selected from more than 250 articles originally
published in People’s Review, as well as ECS Magazine, Republica,
nd The Rising Nepal.
Drawing on eight decades of lived experience as a citizen, educa-
or, and pioneer of Nepal’s library movement, Mishra presents a
kandid portrait of the nation. Beyond the familiar postcard images
f towering mountains and sacred temples, the book offers an hon-
kst critique of Nepal’s social problems, cultural heritage, political
decline, pervasive corruption, and institutional shortcomings. “This
book is not the work of a historian or politician, but of a witness to
epal’s journey through time—someone who has seen the country
ise with hope and fall into despair,” Mishra writes in the preface.
[Through these essays, he attempts to portray Nepal as it truly is—
ot merely through its breathtaking landscapes, but also through the

Narayan Mishra comes with his new publication:
Nepal: Between Beauty and Struggle

Shanti Mishra served as the first Chief Librarian of the Tribhuvan University
Central Library and was also a renowned author. Narayan Mishra later served as
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moral and social complexities that define the nation. The publica-
ion was made possible through the collaboration of Madhab
aharjan of Mandala Book Point in Kathmandu and Akhil Sharma
f Adroit Publishers. The book features a thought-provoking fore-
ord by Robert Palmer, preliminary formatting by the author’s
granddaughter Asha Adhikari, and visual contributions from Betty
oodsend, who provided many of the photographs used through-
ut the book. Born in Bhaktapur in 1944, Narayan Prasad Mishra is
@ pioneer of modern library science in Nepal. He was the first Nepali
0 earn a master’s degree in library science from India. His late wife,
hanti Mishra, was the first Nepali to obtain a master’s degree in
ibrary science from the United States. Together, they dedicated
lecades to modernising Nepal’s academic and library infrastructure.

the P

opting for early retirement because of the increasing politicisation of public insti-
tutions. He currently resides in Indianapolis, USA, with his daughter and contin-
ues to write prolifically on Nepali society, governance, and culture. Nepal: Be-
tween Beauty and Struggle is currently available at major bookshops across India
and Nepal, including Mandala Book Point in Kantipath, Kathmandu, and online
through Amazon India. Worldwide distribution through Amazon is expected to
begin shortly.

Interested readers can find the book at the following link:

hitps://www.amazon.in/Bet; B

hitps://ww
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