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In the context of introducing life profile of the Senior Citizen of Smash And Grab
Nepal Respectable Senior Citizen Ghana Shyam Rajkarnikar
My memories as I perceived him as my senior friend

(Part one)
By Uttam Karmacharya

1. Introductory Preface

It was very lucky to meet Re-
spectable Shreeman Ghana
Shyam Dai around 25 years back
in Banepa Janagal Janajwoti
School in a literary symposium |
program amid group of literary
distinguished personalities led by
Mr. Mohan Duwal of Banepa Lit-
erary Society. Late Ram Bhakta
Kokh-shrestha, Mayor of Banepa
Municipality and me attended the
program from the side of Banepa
Municipality. Since then we often met
him time to time in several literacy
societies in different location of
Kathmandu valley.

By the way, I was so fortunate to
meet him during the marriage cer-
emony procession of Mr. Nil Krishna
Tamrakar. Mr. Nil Tamrarkar got mar-
riage with the eldest daughter of Ghana
Shyam Dai and Madam Shanta
Rajkarnikar Miss Rina Rajkarnikar.
Ever since we I got chance to meet
him and his family members during
the family invitation and ceremonial
events and function in both the fami-
lies of Tamrakar family and Ghana
Shayam Dai Rajkarnikar family time
to time. During our several meeting
we used to exchange our books and
booklets. I have good collection of his
write ups and books out of his more
than 15 books published from 2035
BS upto 2080 BS. List of the collec-
tion of his books.

1. Kehi Chintan Kehi Manthan (Col-
lection of different articles), 1979

2. Videsh ko Yatra Swadesh ko
Samjhana (Travelogue) 1981

3. Desh Pradesh ko Bhramana (Trav-
elogue), 1986

4. Pabitra Samjhana Aamako (Remi-
niscence), 1986

5. Samjhana ko Laharma Laharindai
Janda (Reminiscence), 1996

6. Baudha Tirtha Yatra: Nalanda
Dekhi Lumbini Samma (Travelogue),
2003

7. Gajaraj Rajkarnikar ko Bansawali
(Research), 2004

8. Anubhab Ra Abhibyakti Maa
Ghana Shyam Rajkarnikar (Interview
collection), 2005

9. Buddha Jyoti Kaa Kehi Rashmi
(Essay), 2007

10. Yatra America Ko : Maya Nepal
Ko (Travelogue), 2012

11. Yatra Ko Laharima Hiunphool Ki
Rani (Travelogue), 2017

12. Ghana Shyam Rajkarnikar Ka
Pratinidhi Yatra, 2019

13. Ghaamai Pyaro Aamai Pyaro
(Children Travelogue), 2019

14. The Buddha - Great and Gran-
deur (Essay) Translated) 2022

15. Mother Who Taught Me How to
Live (Reminiscence) (Translated)
2021
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16. Samjhanama Mera Purkha’ (In
Memory of My Ancestors) 2023

2. Sudden Meeting at Bhaktapur
As we used to talk through Viber,
Messenser and Landline phone last
week we decided to meet either in
his resident Kamalpokhari
Kathmandu or in Bhaktapur in my
office of Iwamura College of Health
Science and Hospital . Suddenly, I
got a call by Respectable Shreeman
Ghan Shayam Dai regarding his visit
to my office soon and while he was
on the way to Bhaktapur to con-
firm my availability in my office.
It was my great opportunity to
meet him on time no traffic Jaam on
the way on Thrusday 22 August
2024. We got chance to discuss for
around two hrs . I was so lucky to
welcome him and fortunate to get a
set of his books that I have not yet.
Last year, by the way as usual I got
an invitation by my friend Mr. Nil
Tamrakar and his father-in-law Mr.
Ghana Shyam Rajkarmnikar regard-
ing the opening/ unveiling of new
book entitled/ called research-based
memoir ‘Samjhanama Mera Purkha’
(In Memory of My Ancestors writ-
ten by Ghanashayam Dai function
organized by Nepal Creative writ-
ers’ Society Kathamandu chaired
by Shree Om Krishna Rodan at
Bhatbhateni party palace

3. From Krishna Pauroti Bhandar
Pvt. Ltd. to Renowned Book
Writer/ Literatures

Krishna Pauroti (also called Krishna
Breads) is a Nepali bakery. It was
founded in 1948 by Krishna
Bahadur Rajkarnikar in Kamal
Pokhari, Kathmandu, Nepal. Cur-
rently it operates from four loca-
tions within Kathmandu valley,i.e.
Kamal Pokhari,Khumaltar,Hatti
Ban and Mahalaxmi. Kai Weise, a
correspondent of The Himalayan
Times, labelled Krishna Pauroti
“the first bakery in Nepal. Certainly
people must have been baking
things in the country before that not
necessarily as they are today. But
when it comes to a commercial op-
eration or establishment of baking
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profession no other businesses than
Krishna Pauroti can be found re-
corded before it.

After returning to Nepal from his for-
eign visit Krishna Bahadur
Rajkarnikar thought of starting a busi-
ness in his own country what he saw
in the country he visited. Eventually
establishing Krishna Pauroti in 1948.
It had been a synonyms for breads
and bakery in Nepal for long time
ever since it’s beginning until estab-
lishment of other bakeries and match-
ing its level of production.

4. His Short Life Profile

As I came to know through his
Biodata Ghana Shyam Rajkarnikar
has been a very successful Entre-
preneur & Writer and was born 16%
January 1942 Kamal Pokhari,
Kathmandu, Nepal. He did his M.A.
(Economics) in 1968. He got his
first training on Job Method and
Relation Training in 1959. He was
so lucky to get Course of German
Language, Goethe Institution,
Arolsen (Germany) in 1972/ He was
so fortunate to get the Professional
Education and Advanced Training
(Germany) in 1973.

It was so good to know that
he received Industrial Study Tour to
Japan, Hong Kong and South Korea
sponsored by APO (Asian Produc-
tivity Organization) in 1977.

He had well-travelled in more than
18 countries. They are : India, United
States of America, Germany, United
Kingdom, Holland, France, Belgium,
Switzerland, Austria, Spain, Japan,
Thailand, Hong Kong, South Korea,
Dubai, Italy, Singapur, Denmark.
Respectable Ghana Shyam
Rajkarnikar was the first youngest
son of Late Krishna Bahadur
Rajkarnikar and Late Ms. Pran Maya
Rajkarnikar born in 16" January
1942. He was four years senior to
me.

He was blessed with five daugh-
ters . The first daughter Mrs. Reena
married to Mr. Nil Krishna Tamrakar.

Ever since | know him , he is look-
ing always so green : ever green as |
know you for the last 30 years . |
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wish to express my heart-
felt and long left congratu-
lations to him for his exem-
plary service in Krishna
Pauroti Bhandar (KPB)
and literature . I highly ap-
preciate his very balanced
personality, gentlemanness,
intellectual mental makeup
, faith in Buddhist philoso-
phy and man of Naanglo
brain. Bhudhism has been
classifying man with two
types of Brains: one with
Naanglo type of Brain and
one with Chaalani types of
B r a i n .
1 highly appreciate his ever ready
help and cooperation extended to
needy people and organizations
where and when needed. He is
blessed with five daughters and sup-
porting him for the continued KPB
Pvt. Ltd. and provided valuable
free time to contribute in  writing
books and working in other social
services and activities keeping their
very smart and active at the elderly
aging of around 82 years older and
eldest in the Rajkarnikar Family. I
highly appreciate valuable support
and help extended to their father. I
highly appreciate equally to express
my gratitude to Madam Bhauju for
her outstanding exemplary life time
support and marital life. [ am very
happy to now thay he had already
celebrated  first and second
Ratharohan according to Newari
culture and traditional values .Con-
gratulations and all the best wishes
for celebrating five level of
Rathaarohan :

There are five Rathaarohans as the
Newar people celebrate in their life
time : Surya/ Bhima Rathaa Rohan;
Chandra Rathaarohan ; Deva
Rathaarohan; Shiva Rathaarohan and
Shakti Rathaarohan.

It is to be noted that Iam drafting
second part of this article continu-
ing with reference to his other as-
pect of academic and social asset of
life.

Professor Dr. Uttam K.
Karmacharya presently has been
working as a Board of Director,

Dr. Iwamura Hospital Memorial
Hospital and Iwamura College of
Health Science Prof. Karmacharya
of Tribhuvan University was a
Jformer Resource Person for China
( Unesco Nanjing), Denmark, World
Education , Banepa Municipality
and LRCs of Indonesia, Iran,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka, Thailand Unesco
Bangkok).Former Secretary Gen-
eral, National Resources Center for
NFE (NRC-NFE) and Director,
Center for Education for All (CEFA)
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By Sunanda Datta Ray

CHAPTER 13 Death Warrant

The 2 July session too fell through. It was to be convened the next day, and
Bajpai had 30 Sikkim Congressmen taken to India House for a final briefing
on tactics. They were advised to stand firm in their opposition to the
Chogyal's presence in the assembly but not to boycott the meeting; instead,
they were to refuse even to hear what he had to say. The bill was to be
adopted as if the Chogyal had not spoken. The PO then considerately
informed the Chogyal that his appearance in the chamber would provoke a
walk-out and that India could not permit such an insult to the throne: it
would, therefore, save embarrassment all round if he were to let Das who,
after all, represented him, read out his comments on the draft.

Kalzang Gyatso and Tasa Tengay were still missing when the chief executive
initiated the proceedings by reading out the-Chogyal's 542-word statement
on “the sacred task of framing a constitution for the country which will have
far-reaching effects on Sikkim, her people and her very close relationship
with India, our protecting power”. There was no indication of grief or betrayal;
nor any recrimination. After candidly admitting differences “which is
inevitable in a democratic process” the Chogyal stressed: “Our duty is to
ensure that these differences do not -ultimately bring unhappiness and
suffering to the people at large.” It was a dignified exposition of his reasons
for interceding with Mrs. Gandhi. on a measure that endangered the kingdom's
“separate identity” and suffered from “important lacuna and anomalies™.
The Chogyal repeated the three points, to which he remained “'irrevocably
committed”. He sought no reservation for himself; nor was he inclined to
interfere with the assembly. “My viewpoints have been laid-before the
hon'ble house for considering the bill in the larger interests of Sikkim, her
people and Indo-Sikkim relations.”

They were spelt out in fuller, if cumbersome, detail in a 28-page annexure
titled “Detailed Comments on th& Draft Government of Sikkim Bill 1974”.
Though something of a heavy lawyer's note, it was a clause-by-clause
demolition of a document that violated the treaty and the relationship of
protector and protectorate to vest all executive and legislative authority in
an Indian civil servant who was “a head of state, governor and chief minister
rolled into one™. It

explained that elected leaders gained nothing from the anomalous position in
which the kingdom was being placed, or from its throne's demotion. New
Delhi would permanently rule the kingdom through an authoritarian
functionary. “The council of ministers are reduced to the position of merely
echoing his decisions and direction.”

To take one example, ministers could advise the throne only through the
chief executive. But he was at liberty to refuse to for-ward their views or to
“require the council of ministers to modify the advice™ to suit his own ideas.
The assembly could not thwart him. If it adopted any measure affecting the
chief executive, the Chogyal would have to submit it for New Delhi's
consideration.

The Sikkim assembly was, in fact, a permanently hamstrung body,
institutionally subordinate to the Indian government, allowed only to voice
those views and take those actions that had already been dictated by New
Delhi's interests. Its charter allowed it no scope for independent initiative.
If the chief executive chose to merge Sikkim with India, the assembly would
have no option but to ratify the decision.

“This is tantamount to reducing the council [of ministers] to less than that
of an advisory body”, wrote V. Gopakumar in the Far Eastern Economic
Review. “This would also mean that the advice

tendered by the chief executive could be his own, rather than that of the
council. Therefore, the chief executive is in a position to persuade the council
members to take decisions acceptable to him and the Indian government.
Indeed, his sweeping powers make a mockery of democratic traditions.”
Gopakumar also remarked on the irony of Das taking over ecclesiastical
affairs which formed part of the establishment portfolio: “It is paradoxical
that a police official-turned-administrator, whose primary', task is to ensure
law and order in the kingdom, now has to preside over the arcane Maha
yana Buddhist order.”

But true to the instructions he had been given, Kazi rose to say that there
was no need to bother with the Chogyal's note, and that the bill should at
once be adopted. Some Sikkim Congressmen may have been carried away
by their vendetta against the durbar : many more had little comprehension of
what was happening and could not make head or tail of the note's legal
language; others had been promised ministerial or public sector
appointments. They looked forward to handsome salaries, official bungalows
and cars, police escorts, flags, ceremonial receptions, and rich pickings from
lavish Indian aid. During the first six months of his tenure, Das spent Rs 2.5
million more than the whole year's total sanctioned expenditure. Though the
money was meant for development projects, much of it lined private pockets.
Everyone knew there was plenty more where it came from: a windfall was
in store for anyone among the 200,000 Sikkimese who displayed ingenuity.

So Chatur Singh Roy, dreaming of his deputy speakership, rose to give the
Chogyal “another three hours either to assent to the said bill. . .or he has to
quit the Sikkimese political scene for good.” Amidst giggles, Roy repeated
Kazini's ancient joke about royal divinity : “In the ultimate analysis t is the
people of Sikkim that count and not the Chogyal who claims to be half-
divine.” He also recalled that the half-divine monarch had “ slipped out of
Gangtok in the dead of night rather than face his people.”

The assembly voted for its constitution amidst this puerile jeering. Having
discharged that duty, members trooped up to India House for a pat on the
back from the beaming PO. Bajpai boasted to reporters that he had succeeded
in averting a major crisis.

The last scene was enacted in the palace shortly after one o'clock in the
afternoon of 4 July. Kewal Singh had arrived from New Delhi to sit with
Bajpai, Das, and the ;2 legislators as the Chogyal signed the bill and announced
: “I hereby approve the Government of Sikkim Bill 1974 for promulgation
with my formal assent and under my seal and signature.” Congratulatory
speeches followed, and Kewal Singh entertained the company to a victory
celebration at India House. It was an appropriate enough setting, for the
Sikkim Congress and Chogyal had both lost out. The latter's fears were
expressed in yet another letter to Mrs. Gandhi :

The events of the recent weeks have been disastrous to all of us.

After much agony the Government of Sikkim Bill 1974 has received my
assent since your Excellency had advised me to give it a try, after my
constitutional right of formally placing my views before the assembly had
been completed.

I still have fears over clause 30 of the act which I pray, under your protection,
will never be invoked to destroy our separate identity which has been given
us under the treaty and has been reassured to us. contd.....
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