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(CNN)President Donald Trump's
trip through the Middle East
should puncture a myth
Americans have been fed for
generations: that this country's
Jforeign policy lives up to its high-
minded  rhetoric on the
advancement of human rights.

Jonathan Tasini

Donald Trump took a lot of heat
several weeks ago for his warm
words for Philippines
authoritarian leader Rodrigo
Duterte, who has been widely
criticized for alleged human rights
abuses in his war on drugs. But in
his cozying up to Duterte,
President Trump has simply
followed a long tradition. For
decades, Democrats and
Republicans alike have chosen
allies principally based on the
strategic and economic priorities
of the United States, no matter
how much blood flowed from such
choices. The global human toll
that has been run up as a cost of
advancing US interests is not a
recent development. American
foreign policy may have been
wrapped in the language of human
rights, but its actions have often
fostered anything but.

Henry Kissinger, an adviser to
politicians from Richard Nixon to
Donald Trump to Hillary Clinton,
had no concern for human rights
as he orchestrated illegal
bombings of Cambodia and
Vietnam, causing the deaths and
displacement of millions of people;
the 1973 overthrow of the
democratically elected president of
Chile, Salvador Allende, which
ushered in a murderous

dictatorship; and the support for the
Indonesian invasion of East Timor
in 1975, whose military occupation
of over a quarter of a century
caused roughly 100,000 deaths.
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Trump trip shows US
hypocrisy on human rights

In the 1980s, the US strongly
supported Napoleon Jose
Duarte, the head of a military
junta in El Salvador. For many
years, Ferdinand and Imelda
Marcos ran a brutal regime in
the Philippines but were close
US allies, receiving billions of
dollars in aid in return for the
stationing of thousands of
American soldiers at a network
of US military bases.

As his presidency wound
down, Barack Obama signed a
10-year, $40-billion military aid
package with Israel. Meanwhile,
Israel's ongoing treatment of
Palestinians imposes what
Jimmy Carter has called
apartheid. Human Rights Watch
recently concluded that Israel
continues to "enforce severe
and discriminatory restrictions
on Palestinians' human rights"
and that "[sraeli security forces
used lethal force ... including in
circumstances that suggest
excessive force and at times
extrajudicial executions."
Besieged at home, Trump sets
off for &#39;do-or-die&#39;
foreign trip

Besieged at home, Trump sets
off for 'do-or-die' foreign trip
Which brings us to President
Trump's current itinerary. Saudi
Arabia, a long time US ally, has
been the beneficiary of billions
of dollars in US weapons over
many decades, including,
according to news reports, a
new $110-billion arms deal
expected to be unveiled by
President Trump. Yet, according

[ -

to a recent Human Rights Watch
report, Saudi  Arabia,
"continued their arbitrary
arrests, trials, and convictions
of peaceful dissidents. Dozens
of human rights defenders and
activists continued to serve
long prison sentences for
criticizing authorities or
advocating political and rights
reforms." A Saudi-led coalition
has also conducted a bombing
campaign in Yemen that has
targeted civilian areas, killing
scores of innocent people.

In Saudi Arabia, women are
second-class citizens, the
report continues; they cannot
drive and must have a male
guardian's permission to marry,
travel, or even exit prison.
Without a male relative's help
or consent, they may face
difficulty accessing health care,
renting an apartment or filing
legal claims.

Even our enemies were once
our friends. Who can forget the
iconic picture of then-Reagan
administration envoy Donald
Rumsfeld smiling broadly as he
shook the hand of Saddam
Hussein in the 1980s at the
height of the Iran-Iraq war,
despite the toll of Hussein's
homicidal grip on his country?
Human rights took a back seat
to the far more cynical principle:
the enemy of my enemy is my
friend. In this case, Iraq fit the
US strategic interest of
confronting Iran.

And let's not forget that to
shield its officials from
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international judgment, the
U.S. is one of the few countries
to refuse to be a party to the
International Criminal Court in
the Hague, the permanent,
independent court charged
with investigating and
prosecuting individuals who
commit war crimes, crimes
against  humanity  and
genocide.

Why is it so important to
spotlight  this  history?
Because of  relentless
propaganda over the years
flogging the alleged human
rights mission of US foreign
policy, many Americans often
seem irked that millions of
people worldwide decry
American intervention,
viewing the protests as
ungrateful. And because as
much as we might disagree with
President Trump's cozying up
to strong men, his approach to
foreign policy may be, in some
ways, simply a blunter version
of business as usual.

‘What Americans don't see are
the bombed-out homes, the
jails teeming with tortured
political prisoners or the sea of
orphans, widows and bereaved
relatives — many of whom
suffer because of aid and
comfort supplied by the US to
their oppressors. Talking more
openly about those costs might
shift the peoples' view of what
an ethical and moral foreign
policy would look like,

including a true respect for
human rights.
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How To Swap Horses
Midstream (And Not)

Having overseen the first round of our high-profile local
elections, Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ is
all set to hand over the premiership to Sher Bahadur Deuba this
week.

Our Maoist chief says he is bound by a power-sharing deal he
struck with the Nepali Congress president last year before
replacing K.P Sharma Oli as head of government. If Dahal is so
anxious to prove that he is a man of his word, then who are we
to nitpick?

Oli’s Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist is
outraged. How can one election be conducted by two prime
ministers? “At a time when election commission does not allow
to transfer even a clerk-level staff, how come we are going to
change the government, prime minister and ministers?” asked
Subash Chandra Nemwang, former chair of the Constituent
Assembly. That is a sentiment shared by the Nepali Congress’
Shekhar Koirala.

Deuba & Co. would like to argue that the complexion of the
government would not change. The Election Commission, while
uncharacteristically assertive on all matters pertaining to the
polls, is also eager to avoid that landmine. It knows that the
national political process over more than a decade has been
driven by compromises of convenience rather than constitutional
niceties.

Since the second phase of polling, scheduled for June 14, will
be focused on the Madhes, the apprehensions are obvious from
that quarter. For one thing, that’s the region that has proved
most intractable as far as matters of inclusion and representation
are concerned. Furthermore, violence and volatility have meshed
with geopolitics and granularity for so long that no one knows
who stands for what and for how long.

All this exacerbates the gripping sense of uncertainty. Some
Madhes-centric leaders see royalists trying foil the second
round. Given the drubbing the Rastriya Prajantantra Party Nepal
suffered in the first round, such allegations can find easier
credence.

Other Madhes-centric leaders maintain what they consider their
principled stance. Without an amendment to the Constitution, a
second round is out of the question. So what if the first round
was successful? It didn’t represent the bulk of the electorate,
did it?

Amid all this, one question becomes more relevant: Is the power
transfer a deliberate ploy to subvert the second round of voting
and thereby delegitimize the first? That way, it would be
impossible to conduct the three levels of elections within the
constitutionally mandated January 2018 deadline. No single
individual or entity could be blamed for such a disaster. Blaming
political quirks and institutional compulsions would give the
public mood enough resignation and despondency to make
another experiment palatable.

Should things head in a positive direction, the nation can
congratulate itself for having pulled off a remarkable feat and
focus its hopes and fears on the next two elections.

Dahal, for his part, can sit back and relax. If he keeps his
word, he will go down in history as that rare specimen of
politician. If he wants to stay in office, he can let the CPN-
UML and other critics do the heavy lifting.

— Maila Baje (nepalinetbook.com)
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Note: Five pillars of economic nationalism comprise: -1) Evolution
of National Consensus on major economic issues; -2) Application of
independent domestic economy; -3) Economic integration within and
across national boundaries; -4) Selfreliance in potential areas; and 5)
Induction of 'Innovative Resource Planning'







